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A Year Later 


You dear folks have made pos- 

sible a center where men who 

leave the Roman clergy have an 
opportunity to find: 


e Friends e Freedom 
e Spiritual Adjustment 









Yes, the home and office are now in full operation. Priests and monks have come, been assisted and now are out 


in life on their own or at school. 


Reverend and Mrs. Frank Payas have entertained these men as their guests. The mission has supplied their needs, 
clothes, expense money, doctor, dental and oculist bills, while assisting them to know the truth in Christ. 

The work of this center is expanding and of course the many necessary expenses in maintaining such a place 
continue. The budget for the operation of the Home and assistance of these men during the 1957-58 fiscal year is 


over $30,000. 


You as individuals, the church missionary budgets, and such special gifts as the Lord provides enable us to keep 
these doors open. Will you not pray very specifically regarding sending regularly to this project? You might also be 
able to interest your church in including this in their mission budget. This ministry is world-wide. Currently we are 
assisting men in Belgium, Spain, Philippines, England, South America, Canada, United States, Cuba and India. 


Write us now with your gift and pray daily for this ministry. 


Dr. Walter M. Montano 


CHRIST’S MISSION — 369 Carpenter Avenue — Sea Cliff, New York 


FREE USE . . . Write for Set of 35 mm. slides on either the Home or Office... 
Interest your Missionary Society — Available after April 15, 1958 
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A TERRIFIC EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE 






THE FILM HOLLYWOOD COULDN'T PRODUCE 
THE HIDDEN POWER will sweep you 


into the center of a man’s great per- 


DON'T SEE THIS MOTION 
PICTURE UNLESS YOU CAN 


Une 


YOU WILL - applaud Mike Regan 
* condemn his wife, Nikki 
* denounce Father Francis 
* weep with Mrs. Jacinto 
* thank God for Senator Bryan 


sonal struggle as he is torn between his 
allegiance to the Constitution of the 
United States and to an Ecclesiastical 
system. 








A 16MM. SOUND PRODUCTION 
IN DRAMATIC COLOR. 
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CHURCH- 

PACKING TIME: 50 MINUTES 

FILM. SHOW RENTAL: $17.50 

THE HIDDEN a os 
‘POWER IN 


CHRIST'S MISSION, INC. 


BOX 925 SEA CLIFF, N.Y. 


YOUR CHURCH 





“MENACING SHADOWS" 
Boycott-Gambling-Ostracism 
16MM 30 Minute Black and White Sound 

$10.00 RENTAL 


“THE ONE TRUE CHURCH" 
Are Rome's Claims True? 
16MM 30 Minute Colored Sound Film 

FREE-WILL OFFERING 





Book Your Summer Openings — NOW ... 
With These Fine Films — or, 
e A Christ’s Mission Staff Speaker. 
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Your Will Is Important to 
Your Family and the Lord 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 


Use the following form of bequest: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of the 
State of New York with offices in 
the City of New York, the sum of 


sce at ivi sins sated bullets ads eavabnecclpatceateaaaes scsi OD 


© Keep Your Attendance Up During the Usual Slack Period. 


© Write Immediately for Bookings. 
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LOVING THE 
UNTOUCHABLES 


If there is a class of people in 
Greece which is more pitiable than 
any other, it is the lepers. Our 
Gospel worker Emanuel, who has a 
great love for them and frequently 
visits them, writes as follows: 





“I recently went to see Nicholas 
Kyriazis, who was transferred from 
Spinaloga. On that island of de- 
spair, through the ministry of the 
American Mission to Greeks, God’s 
message reached his wife and him- 
self and gave them courage and 
new hope. Despite his distressing 
ailment and the persecution he has 
endured from the enemies of the 
Word of God, he never ceases to 
urge his fellow patients to turn 
to Christ. 


“Now this dear soul is experienc- 
ing a new and great trial of faith. 
He has recently become afflicted 
with ankylosis of the neck, a very 
painful and almost incurable dis- 
ease. Leprosy has worn away most 
of his fingers. His wife, too, is a 
victim of this disease. The first time 
I met them, they were walking up 
and down in the garden of the 
Leper Home weeping. I tried to 
comfort them with the words of 
Christ, and when they told me that 
they knew Him as their Saviour, 
my tears of joy mingled with theirs. 
They are very poor and their two 
little children are in great need of 
help. I can assure you they are well 
worthy of our assistance.” 


You know, it must take great 
faith to believe in the goodness and 
love of God when you are in such 
straits as this leper family. Their 
children have had to be taken from 
them, and the knowledge that they 
lack many of life’s necessities is a 
source of worry and grief to the 
parents’ hearts. A clothing package 
(costing $6.00 to send), and money 
with which to buy nourishing food 
would go a long way toward reliev- 
ing their immediate needs. What- 
ever you do for them will be a real 
answer to their prayers and will 
warm your own heart, also. You 
may send your gift through the 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 
Secretary, Dept. C, P.O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N. Y. (In Canada: 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 
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The change in the name of our maga- 
zine is a happy one and I believe will 
lead to an increased circulation and ac- 
ceptance of its much needed teaching 
and information. 

Congratulations on the wisdom 
choosing this more apt title. 


S.T.C., Mass. 


in 


. AND AGAINST 


I see no reason for changing the 
name of the magazine given to it by 
its founder. Please cancel my _ sub- 


scription and oblige. 


E.N., Calif. 
MAGAZINE A NECESSITY 


I have just received my second copy 
of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC since I 
began. The only thing I regret is that 
I stopped getting it through P.R.S. 
some years ago when prices rose so 
steeply due to devaluation of the pound. 
But I have realized since then maga- 
zines like yours are necessities and 
not luxuries, and I am glad to note 
that you are as faithful as ever in pro- 
claiming the truth as it is in Jesus. 


Mrs. J.M.G., England 
GLAD OF WRAPPER 


Please renew my subscription for the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC for 1958. I’m so 
glad you are sending the magazine in 
an envelope. A few months ago I re- 
ceived a copy that looked as if it had 
been well used. If I could be sure that 
it brought light and help to some Ro- 
man Catholic, the delay in delivery 
would have made me glad. 

C.M.T., Calif. 
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Please Enter Subscription for 
Name 


Address . 


Donor's Name 


Address seseie 
[] Check enclosed 


[See Cover 3 for Special Offer] 


SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 


Send me Free Booklet (While America Sleeps) and Ball Point Pen. 


(50c additional per year outside the U.S.A.) 








APPRECIATION FROM AUSTRALIA 


Many thanks for your splendid maga- 
zine, CONVERTED CATHOLIC, which is so 
full of interesting information and, 
more important still, warnings to your 
people of the underhanded way in 
which the Roman Catholic system is 
working to overthrow your freedom. 
The same system is at work here in 
much the same way. The Roman 
churchmen are awake and active while 
our people sleep. Oh, for a voice here 
like yours to waken the slumbering 
before it is too late. 

P.M.A., Australia 


MINISTER INDIFFERENT 


I am most interested in your work for 
I do see about me today the great dark- 
ness in which we are living. Protes- 
tants seem so lukewarm and are taken 
in by the subtle approach of Catho- 
licism. Our minister knows of these 
things but he just doesn’t understand; 
he won’t even read anything that does 
tell the truth about it. I am hoping 
that his eyes will be opened to what 
is going on. I am thankful that I only 
have to answer to my Lord. 

I have had for several years a very 
precious girl in my Sunday School class. 
Now her parents have taken her out 
and are taking her to the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. I am so thankful that she 
does know the Way! 

I do like my magazine sent without 
a wrapper. I would like the mailman 
and others who might see it to get 
curious and perhaps glance through it. 
Of course, if you have to send it with 
a wrapper that is acceptable. I think 
your magazine is tops in reading and 
look forward to receiving it. 


Mrs. L.K., Mich. 


For Christian Witnessing 


(one year — $2.50) 
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( PLEASE PRINT) 


. Zone State. 


[} Bill me 


BOX 925, SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 
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ARDENT SUPPORTER 


I am and have been for several years 
an ardent supporter of your magazine, 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC, and your 
program for Christ. 

E.R.H., Ohio 


OUT OF BONDAGE 


The Lord bless you and continue to 
make you a blessing to the precious 
souls who are escaping from the man- 
made bondage of the Roman Church 
and finding real peace within that 
passes understanding. 

Mrs. N.D., Ore. 


GLAD FOR COVER 


I am so glad you put a cover on the 
magazine, the CONVERTED CATHOLIC, as 
I will be receiving it yet for a while 
by General Delivery. 

Mrs. I.C., Ill. 


MUCH INTERESTED 


I read of your magazine in Missions 
magazine. Would you kindly send me 
a sample copy of the CONVERTED CATHO- 
Lic? I am a Protestant, but I have 
lately been quite interested in Roman 
Catholic booklets given out by the 
Knights of Columbus. After reading 
their literature, I would like very much 
to learn more of the viewpoints of one 
who has really been a Roman Catho- 
lic and is now a born-again Christian. 


A.V.B., Calif. 


PRAISES GOD FOR TRUTH 


Please renew my subscription to CoNn- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. How precious is the 
Word of God. It reaches down to the 
very core of the soul. The truth is al- 
ways enlightening. Only he that resists 
finds chaos. 

R.N., Ill. 


FAITHFUL PRAYER PARTNER 


I pray regularly for your work and 
for the Lord’s richest blessing upon 
it. How thankful we are that such a 
needed ministry as yours is possible. 
Thank you for your untiring efforts 
and your fearlessness in exposing 
idolatry and untruth. I read your maga- 
zine and pass it on to others. 


H.J., Neb. 
TRUTH, NOT TRADITION 


I enjoy your magazine for you ex- 
plain very clearly the Scriptures, the 
Word of God, to those who have had 
no opportunity to read the Bible. How 
I pity those who have only their 
rosaries, prayer-books and traditions 
of their church, who must accept the 
mouthings of the priests rather than 
reading for themselves God’s Word 
with its message of full and free salva- 
tion. God has chosen you to be a chan- 
nel through which he can work to 
reach them, and I thank Him for your 
salvation. 

Mrs. W.D.S., Pa. 





EARNEST PRAYER 


Our prayer is that you may be able 
by His grace to point many Roman 
Catholic souls to Him who is the Sav- 
iour of the soul, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mrs. A.R.G., Ga. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 
NEEDS LIGHT 


My Sunday School teacher is so 
ignorant in regard to the aims and 
activities of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Please send him literature 
which will enlighten him regarding this 
menace. 

Mrs. E.K.H., Ala. 


HISTORY WARNS US 


It has been our privilege and un- 
speakable pleasure to sit under the 
teaching of many former priests. One 
of the most brilliant among them was 
Dr. Lehman, who headed Christ’s Mis- 
sion previous to his death. We learned 
much of the operation of the Roman 
organization and of its world-wide pro- 
gram with one purpose in view, to 
martyr and to rule. History proves 
this point beyond any question or doubt. 
My soul weeps at the indifference on 
the part of most Protestants to the 
intents and actions of that powerful 
organization, the Roman Church. Slow- 
ly but surely our fredoms are being 
wrested from us. 

M.E.J., Minn. 





Your DVBS Is Only as Good as the Material You Use... 
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COMPLETE 2-WEEK COURSES 
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Handwork Packet 
(for Juniors and Intermediates) 35 
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ATTENDANCE BUILDERS 
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Posters 
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It’s Time 100 70 
All Aboard 100 70 
Single Postcards 
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100 1.50 
It’s Time 50 -75 
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On Your Mark, Join the Parade, 
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It’s Time 50 1.25 
Bible Story Balloons 
Doz. d 
Gross 6.75 
Buttons 
On Your Mark, C’mon 50 1.25 
HANDWORK FOR DVBS 
Life of Christ Mural 1.00 
Life of Christ Spatter Craft 1.00 
Adventures With 
The Apostle Paul 8 for 3.40 
Bible Cell-O-Craft -75 
Bible Stick-On Art 75 


INTERESTING VACATION READING 


Case Histories From The Files of Dr. 
Luke by Paul Varner — Each case 


has a modern counterpart. 2.50 
God In The Garden 

by Curtis Mitchell—History of the 

Madison Square Garden campaign. 2.50 
The Secret of Radiant Christian Liv- 

ing by Simon Blocker—The secret, 

“to let Christ have preeminence.” 2.00 
Abraham to The Middle East Crisis 

by G. Frederick Owen — Bringing 

up-to-date the author’s earlier 

book, “Abraham to Allenby” 5.95 
Three Valuable Reprints 

by Ada R. Habershon 
The Study Of The Types — 

valuable study Typology. 2.50 
The Study Of The Miracles 3.95 
The Study Of The Parables 8.95 
She Shall Be Called Woman 

by Francis VanderVelde — Thirty 

character studies from the Old and 

New Testaments. 2.95 
Now Then (Parables for the Present 

Day) by David E. Mason — analo- 

gies from simple everyday life. 1.75 
The Way Please 

by Roy O. McClain — Messages to 

turn folks from religion to Christ. 3.00 


Easy one-stop shopping for all Sunday 

School needs: Bibles, flannelgraph ma- 

terials, church supplies, greeting cards, 

records, stationery, Bible games, song 

books, prizes, young people’s pro- 

grams, cradle roll, library and teacher 
helps and other items. 
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The Case for 
Constitutional Law 


by GLENN L. ARCHER, Executive Director of POAU 


Tue ASTONISHING and 
welcome conviction in a Florence 
court of the Roman Catholic bish- 
op, Pietro Fiordelli, for describ- 
ing as “public sinners living in 
concubinage” a Catholic man 
and wife who had been married 
by civil authorities is one of the 
most significant victories for re- 
ligious tolerance in our time. 
Coming in the Pope’s home coun- 
try after the incorporation of 
the Vatican concordat into the 
Italian Constitution, this result 
will have a world-wide effect. 
Our organization has cabled con- 
gratulations to Signor Mauro 
Bellandi and his wife, and asked 
if we can help in the process of 
legal appeal. 

We are ready to assist any 
bona fide Catholic or ex-Catholic 
plaintiffs in this country in 
parallel suits for damages against 
American Catholic bishops or 
priests who utter similar libels 
or slanders against their moral 
status. The principle of the Ital- 
ian court decision should be ex- 
tended to the United States 
where the Catholic Church 
teaches the same discriminatory 
gospel. Surely there should be as 
much freedom from _ clerical 
slander in the United States as 
in Italy. 

To establish a case for a civil 
libel suit, it is not necessary to 
prove widespread circulation or 
special damages. The charge of 
immoral conduct when directed 
against any lawfully married 
American man and wife is libel 
per se, and it is enough if the 
libel is circulated to a small group 
either orally or in writing. 
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The official teaching of the 
Roman Catholic Church, under 
Canon 1094 and Pius IX’s en- 
cyclical Acerbissimum, is that 
any American Catholic who is 
married by an American public 
official is living in “low and 
abominable concubinage.” (The 
words are those of the Pope him- 
self.) Although most American 
Catholic leaders do not dare to 
use such language in our tolerant 
and free society, they are bound 
by their church’s canon law to 
circulate such teaching and to 
admonish members who disagree. 


Hitherto this intolerant gospel 
has been protected by the spe- 
cious argument that the religious 
liberty of American Catholics 
would be destroyed if their 
priests could not assert these 
principles. The priests should be 
protected in their right to spread 
even the most narrow-minded 
teachings, but they certainly do 
not have the right, without pen- 
alty, to charge any specific 
American with a specific crime 
or with moral turpitude. They 
are not immune from the require- 
ments of American law concern- 
ing personal slander. The state 
has the right to define a tort, and 
a Catholic priest has the same 
obligation to accept that defini- 
tion as a Protestant or a Jew. 
And we have abundant evidence 
from our correspondence that 
they are frequently charging 
reputable married Catholics with 
illegal and immoral conduct sim- 
ply because they have chosen to 
be married in good faith by 
American public officials or non- 
Catholic clergymen. 


This whole question is very 
vital in the relationship of church 
and state in the United States, 
and in the maintenance of toler- 
ance. American law has recog- 
nized the validity of the mar- 
riages of Catholics by Catholic 
priests according to Catholic 
canon law, but the church itself 
has refused to extend reciprocal 
recognition to American mar- 
riage laws for Catholics. It per- 
sists in operating its own mar- 
riage courts in each diocese, in 
which it teaches that Catholics 
who are married by American 
officials are not married at all. 

Protestant churches and Jewish 
congregations often emphasize 
the importance of religious mar- 
riage, but they do not withhold 
recognition from civil marriage 
nor teach that members of their 
faiths who marry outside of ec- 
clesiastical limits are living in 
sin. 

Probably the great majority of 
the Catholic people of the United 
States look with horror upon the 
narrow teachings of their bishops 
on this subject, but they are 
helpless to alter the rules and 
rectify the injustice without the 
aid of American non-Catholics. 
The rules could be modified if 
enough Americans stood up and 
demanded that priests who are 
licensed to marry people under 
our marriage laws should recog- 
nize those laws as a condition of 
the license grant. Marriage in 
our society is regulated by the 
people, and we are happy to see 
that even in Italy, a country with 
a Vatican concordat, that prin- 
ciple is being recognized. 
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The Bishop Is Guilty 


Synopsis of a dramatic play in three acts, 
portraying the ironic fate of the instruments of 
justice in a land under the dominion of the Roman 
Pontiff. 


ACT | 


Characters: 


THE MAYOR OF PRATO, duly elected mayor whose 
civil authority derives from the Constitution 
of Italy. 

MAURO BELLANDI and his bride, LORIANA, who 
chose to be married in a civil ceremony rather 
than in a church. 

PIETRO FIORDELLI, Roman Catholic bishop who 
was offended over their choice. 

THE CITIZENS of Prato, who responded magnifi- 
cently to the bishop’s challenge by employing 
the usual weapon against recalcitrant Roman 
Catholics: boycott. 


Scene: The Village of PRATO. 


“Scandalous concubinage!” 

“Public sinners!”’ 

“Immensely sinful and scandalous step!” 
“Atheists!” 

“Communists!” 


With these epithets the Roman Catholic bishop, 
Pietro Fiordelli, castigated Mauro Bellandi and his 
bride, the former Loriana Nunziati, for exercising 
their freedom of choice in marrying before the 
Mayor of Prato. Scorning the validity of civil law, 
the bishop declared, ‘So-called civil matrimony 
for two baptized people is absolutely not matrimony 
but only the beginning of scandalous concubinage. 
Mauro Bellandi is a public sinner and [stripping 
Bellandi’s wife of her right to use his name] Lori- 
ana Nunziati is a public sinner.” 

His denunciation extended even to Loriana’s 
parents. For having permitted “this immensely 
sinful and scandalous step, holy water at Easter 
shall be denied them,” the bishop said. 

The censure of the bishop resulted in a 
devastating Roman Catholic boycott of Bellandi’s 
business and a deluge of abusive anonymous letters. 
Even the Bellandi home was violated when their 
infant son was kidnaped and baptized. 

Attacked by the bishop in his “honor, dignity 
and reputation,” Mauro Bellandi decided to bring 
civil suit for damages against him and the parish 
priest who circulated his charges. In addition, the 
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State added its own charge of criminal libel against 
the defendants to that of the plaintiff. 


ACT ll 
Characters: 
THREE JUDGES, whose function is similar to our 
Grand Jury. 


THE ACCUSED: Questioned the competence of 
civil courts to judge cases involving a bishop’s 
“spiritual government of the faithful . 
responsible only to my conscience as bishop, 
to the Pope and to God.” 

THE PREsS: Indignantly objected to the bishop’s 
defense. “Here we see the church demanding 
the supremacy of Canon Law over our Consti- 
tution,” warned L’Unita, the leftist paper, 
and the conservative Corriere della Sera 
stated: “If even for one moment we should 
admit this principle, the entire clergy would 
become a privileged class without the obliga- 
tions of ordinary citizens.” 

BELLANDI’S WIFE: “‘Must I tolerate being called 
my husband’s concubine?” 

BELLANDI’S LAWYERS: ‘‘We have only one reputa- 
tion, and if someone offends it, according to 
the laws of the State, he must be punished. It 
is no justification that the defamation comes 
from a bishop.” 

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR: ‘“‘The bishop is guilty of 
culpable excess, but since there was no intent 
to injure, he should not be punished.” 

A ROMAN LAWYER: “The Prosecutor’s argument 
is a masterpiece of political reality.” (Italics 
added.) 

THE BISHOP’S LAWYERS: “In the light of Canon 
Law, the term was wholly justified. There is 
a difference between a civil and a religious 
reputation and the bishop had been concerned 
only with the religious.” 


Scene: FLORENCE, Italy, scene of Savonarola’s 
temporary triumph over the Medici and his 
subsequent martyrdom, and PRATO, home of Bel- 
landi, could give eloquent testimony, had they 
the voice, to the Roman Church’s betrayal of 
human rights and her gross wickedness perpe- 
trated in the name of Christ. 

In years past, the Italian Government itself 
published the memoirs of another bishop of Prato 
and Pistoria, Bishop Scipio de Ricci, in order to 
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show to the world that some measures had to be 
taken to prevent the nation from being entirely 
swept away by the evils and corrupt practices of 
Rome’s priests and by their abuse of power. 

The three judges heard the case against Bishop 
Fiordelli as they sat enthroned beneath the 
Florence court’s great crucifix in the same plaza 
where Savonarola was tortured, hanged and 
burned, excommunicated by the infamous Borgia, 
Pope Alexander VI, in 1498 for the sin of preach- 
ing against the wicked abuse of power by the Ro- 
man hierarchy. 

In view of the bishop’s duplicity, it is difficult to 
see how the Public Prosecutor, pressing libel 
charges for the State, could plead for him on the 
ground that “there was no intent to injure.” For 
with the finesse of a Macchiavelli, the bishop had 
incited the citizens of Prato to take reprisals 
against the “atheist,” the “communist” Bellandi 
(as the bishop then chose to designate him), but 
his pious defense that he was merely exercising 
his right to spiritually discipline the “faithful” 
gives the lie to his charges. 

There is no such person as an ‘“ex-Catholic,” 
claims Roman Catholic Bishop Wright, according 
to the Worcester Daily Telegram, March 10, 1958. 
Therefore, the Roman Church assumes the right 
to slander publicly any of the “faithful” who, in 
the free exercise of their civil rights, whatever 
their citizenship, repudiate the edicts of the pre- 
sumptive Roman Church. 


ACT Ill 
Scene: All over Italy 


Verdict of the jury: Guilty! “A man’s reputa- 
tion is indivisible. It is impossible to distin- 
guish between a man’s religious and his civil 
reputation.” The parish priest, however, was 
acquitted on the grounds that he was merely 
obeying the orders of his superior. 

PREMIER ADONE ZOLI: “As a Catholic, I am, of 
course, saddened, but as Prime Minister, I 
can only believe that Justice must take its 
course.” 

CARDINAL GIACOMO LERCARO: Ordered his 
churches in mourning for this “insupportable 
affront to the dignity of the church.” 

THE VATICAN: Outraged that civil law should 
take precedence over the law of the Roman 
Church. 

THE PoPeE: Cancelled his coronation anniversary 
ceremonies; ‘“‘for days he fumed and brooded 
in his chambers.” 


In finding the bishop guilty, the tribunal ordered 
him to pay costs, damages, and gave him a suspend- 
ed fine on condition that he not be convicted of 
another offense within five years. It was the first 
case involving a Roman clergyman in a civil action 
since 1929. 

Public opinion was mixed. While anticlericalism 
is fast gaining momentum in pro-communist Italy, 
the Roman Church still claims the allegiance of 
over ninety-nine percent of the population. 
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The Pope, as if to express his contempt for the 
authority rendering the verdict, excommunicated 
the three judges. Thus were the guilty able to vic- 
timize the instruments of justice. 


EPILOGUE 


“A general hostile atmosphere against the 
church, Pius XII, the bishops, and Catholic educa- 
tional and relief organizations is troubling Italy,” 
commented the Catholic wire service NCWC 
(Register, March 23, 1958). 

“The anticlerical campaign, noted the Vatican 
Radio and Cardinal Angelo Roncalli, Patriarch of 
Venice, shows no signs of easing. Despite the pro- 
tests of the Pope, said the radio, laicist groups con- 
tinue to hammer at the anticlerical theme as part 
of their pre-election drive. They are not content 
to leave the offensive against the Church as a 
monopoly of the Communists and they use all 
means available. ‘This spectacle of irresponsibility 
and folly, with deplorable prospects for the future, 
gives rise to extreme sorrow,’ said Cardinal 
Roncalli. 

“The anticlerical groups, reported the Vatican 
Radio, loudly criticized the Holy Father’s address 
to thirty thousand workers from Naples in which 
he called for capital investment and industrializa- 
tion of Southern Italy as means of easing its un- 
employment and housing problems. 

“They charged that the Pontiff’s speech had a 
definite electoral slant and was contrary to the 
terms of the Holy See’s concordat with Italy. The 
purpose of these charges, said the anticlerical radio 
broadcast, is to cause deterioration in Church- 
State relations.” 

Italy, a supposedly Roman Catholic country, has 
applied Constitutional law to the offender, and the 
rights of the victimized parties have been upheld. 
And now Italy, aroused, is striving to throw off 
the yoke of clerical oppression. 

With the evidence clearly before us that the 
bishop is guilty of “criminal defamation,” ac- 
cording to the pronouncement of the courts of Italy 
which was widely publicized throughout democratic 
countries of the world, it is expedient that the 
American public give close attention to the attitude 
of the Roman hierarchy in America and the manner 
in which it conducts itself when a “baptized” 
person is married outside the Roman Church. 

We need not speculate in the matter, for their 
patent repudiation of civil authority has been 
reiterated emphatically in the Roman Catholic 
press in America since the decision was made 
public. 

“To be necessarily repetitious,” states the Tablet 
(March 15, 1958), “let us say that a Catholic 
can enter into a valid marriage only before a priest. 
Any attempt at marriage by a Catholic before 
an authority other than a priest is a serious sin, 
a scandalous act and an invalid ceremony which 
results in concubinage or adultery. If the ceremony 
is performed by a non-Catholic minister, or if it 
follows a civil divorce, the penalty of excommunica- 
tion is incurred with the sin. One doesn’t have to be 
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a trained moral theologian to recognize the evil in 
such an act.” (Italics added.) 

Even in the democratic United States, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church reserves to itself alone the 
prerogative of declaring what is lawful and what 
is not, and of limiting the constitutional authority 
of government officials and their power to delegate 
to other ministers the right to officiate at the mar- 
riage ceremony. 

The Roman Church, in America as in Italy, hurls 
the same insult at those married outside its 


Make America Catholic! 


View MUCH ALIVE in America to- 
day is the question of whether the U. S. will some 
day be Catholic, and, if it does become Catholic, 
will it remain the same democratic America as 
before?’ So asked Father Robert Welch, a profes- 
sor in the State University of Iowa’s School of 
Religion, in an address to the Marycrest College 
Alumnae Association. 

“A Catholic America would not be the same 
country as we have today, the priest reminded, any 
more than a Seventh-day Adventist or Presbyterian 
America would be the same. A society and its law 
reflect the people who make it up. 

“Hence, in a predominantly Catholic U. S. there 
would be some revision of legislation, e.g., as ex- 
pressed in the public recognition of certain holy 
days. There would probably be some change in the 
divorce laws, although civil divorce would not 
necessarily be outlawed. 

“But he insisted that ‘it is not likely that a 
Catholic America would be anything but a country 
jealous of the religious liberties of its citizens and 
proud of its civil tolerance.’ 

“Catholic doctrine, noted Father Welch, does not 
require absolute union of Church and State. On 
the other hand, the notion of absolute separation 
of Church and State is foreign to American tradi- 
tion as well as to Catholic doctrine. 

“ “Prudence and history,’ as well as Catholic doc- 
trine, indicate that the Church would adopt a 
position of tolerance toward non-Catholics, Father 
Welch concluded. The Church can never assume an 
attitude of indifference toward its position as the 
true religion, but it can tolerate certain conditions 
in the interest of the common good of the country. 
The common good can never be attained by the 
repression of religious liberties.” (The Register, 
March 23, 1958) 

With the approach of the 1958 Congressional 
and the 1960 Presidential elections and the promi- 
nent mention of a possible Roman Catholic Presi- 
dential candidate, the Roman Church has been em- 
boldened to speak out on the subject of a Roman 
Catholic United States. 

That Roman Catholic domination of our land 
would produce and even necessitate the embodiment 
of drastic changes in our American way of life, 
Fr. Welch, the spokesman in this case, has slyly 
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jurisdiction and calls their marital state “scandal- 
ous concubinage.” And America, a Protestant 
country, tolerates and suffers without protest the 
shameful stigma placed by the Roman hierarchy 
on those who exercise their freedom to be married 
by any duly constituted authority other than the 
Roman Church. 

This is evidence of open defiance—of the utter 
incompatibility of Canon Law and the United 
States Constitution. When will Protestant Ameri- 
cans be aroused to this challenge? 





suggested. Just how far-reaching those changes 
would be we will leave to the reader’s imagination. 


SUBVERTING THE FIRST AMENDMENT 


The initial change proposed by Fr. Welch ap- 
pears to be rather innocuous. “Public recognition of 
certain holy days,” however, presupposes public 
recognition of the religion which designates 
“certain holy days.” Thus the Roman spokesman 
has neatly subverted the First Amendment to our 
Constitution, which states: “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

President Madison set a precedent in upholding 
this amendment when in 1811 he vetoed a bill 
incorporating a church, and later another which 
would make a gift of public lands to a church, on 
the grounds that each of these propositions violated 
the First Amendment. 

The intent and interpretation of this amendment, 
upheld by our courts, has been that of preserving 
to the individual citizen the right to worship God 
as he sees fit, or not to worship, should he so 
choose; it has guaranteed that no man should have 
religious convictions forced on him and that, on 
the other hand, no man should be hindered or 
restrained by the State in any way from the exer- 
cise of his religious convictions. 

This is not the interpretation of religious liberty 
held by the Roman Church. The National Catholic 
Almanae defines freedom of thought as “liberty 
to think the truth. Among some, the expression has 
come to mean liberty to think as one pleases. 
This is an error.” 

Another Roman Catholic voice states: “Liberty 
of worship means that a man is free to profess 
any religion or none. This is false liberty. For God 
has revealed definitely and clearly the worship, the 
religion, the Church that is His. If there had been 
no divine revelation then man would be free to 
worship as he pleases. In view of the fact that God 
has revealed His true religion, and man owes 
obedience to God, how can he be free to ignore 
God’s command?... 

“Liberty of conscience does not mean the free- 
dom of every man to worship God or not as he 
pleases. This is the meaning given it by Liberals. 
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Liberty of conscience means that everyone may fol- 
low God’s will and obey His commandments. . 
This is the liberty taught by the [Roman Catholic] 
Church from the very beginning ... And if any 
human ruler commands anything contrary to God’s 
Law, it is the citizens’ duty to disobey .. . 

“Unlimited freedom of thought, speech, writing 
and worship does not belong to man. These are not 
natural rights. Man’s natural right to liberty 
means freedom under God’s Law. Unlimited liberty 
means license ... Governments are bound to secure 
the true liberty of their peoples. If they fail in this, 
the citizens have a right to seek a change of 
government. This is true freedom of action and 
not license. 

“The [Roman] Church has no preference for any 
special form of government. She favors any form 
of government that secures the common welfare 
. .. Catholics as citizens should be in the forefront 
of every movement that promotes genuine liberty.” 
(Liberty Man’s Greatest Gift, by Gerald C. Treacy. 
Imprimatur: Francis J. Spellman) 


FREEDOM UNDER "THE ONE TRUE CHURCH" 


It does not require an intense study of the sub- 
ject for the reader to see clearly that the Roman 
Catholic concept of “freedom of thought, speech, 
writing, and worship” is diametrically opposed to 
democratic principles and traditions. There can be 
no freedom of religious thought or worship in a 
country which acknowledges the Roman Catholic 
presumption that God has revealed Himself to 
that organization alone; that it is the spokesman 
for Him in all matters pertaining to the common 
welfare of mankind; indeed, that the State is in- 
debted to that organization for its very existence. 
Yet this is the precisely stated objective of the 
Roman Catholic Church in America, as elsewhere 
throughout the world. This is the manner in which 
a “Catholic America” would show itself to be “a 
country jealous of the religious liberties of its citi- 
zens.” 

The Sign (February, 1954) states: ‘“The Catholic 
Church is, we repeat, the one and only true 
Church of Jesus Christ, the Catholic religion is the 
one and only true religion of Jesus Christ, the Cath- 
olic Faith is the one and only true Faith of Jesus 
Christ; all other so-called Christian churches are 
spurious. Hence, there is very definitely an essential 
difference between the Catholic religion and all 
those others; and from the aspect of religious 
profession, there is an essential difference between 
Catholic and non-Catholic Christians: the former 
profess the one true Faith and the religion of 
Christ, the latter profess a false religion and faith.” 

In a Roman Catholic United States there would 
be no religious liberty and no separation of Church 
and State. And the State, in recognizing that reli- 
gious organization’s claim to be “‘the one and only 
true Church of Jesus Christ,” would subject itself 
to her dominion and fetter itself and its citizens 
with an intolerable burden to support the religious 
bureaucracy that has already developed as the 
American hierarchy. 





“A SIMPLE AND SATISFIED EUROPE” 


Fr. Treacy throws further light on the Roman 
Church’s position when he says: “As a matter of 
common welfare, Church and State should not be 
separated. They should be in co-operation. They 
rule over the same people. The common welfare 
of the people is the concern of the State. That com- 
mon welfare implies right living. And right living 
means living according to God’s Law. How then 
can the State ignore God’s Law?” 

A Catholic America therefore must yield to the 
Roman Church on all matters involving the com- 
mon welfare of its citizens. To determine the limits 
of the Roman Catholic claim to supreme authority 
in matters pertaining to mankind’s “common wel- 
fare,’ consider the following remarks by the same 
Fr. Treacy: 


“Some modern false theories of liberty teach that 
the State should not honor God, that all forms of 
religion should be on the same footing, and that 
the State should take no account of religion even 
though the citizens profess the Catholic Faith. As 
man the individual is bound to worship God in the 
manner God prescribes, so is man in society or the 
State under the same obligation. That means the 
State officially is to honor God by professing God’s 
one true religion . . . But it does not alter the truth 
that there is but one true religion, and where all 
the citizens of the State acknowledge that religion, 
the State is bound officially to honor God just as the 
individual citizens are bound to honor God.” 
(Liberty Man’s Greatest Gift) 

“There was a real social order in the days when 
Europe was Catholic. Everyone believed in God 
and in His Church. Everyone believed that each 
individual had an immortal soul, no matter what 
his place or condition in society. Men of all classes 
were held together by the bond of a common Faith. 
This fact made for unity between the different 
groups in society. Because of this there was the 
guild system, which brought workers together in 
unions that included employers as well as workers. 
Men destroyed that social order, broke down the 
guild system, and in a short time started an order 
of disorder called nationalism, liberalism, individ- 
ualism, until they landed into Statism. That means 
God is outlawed and the State is god.” (Rebuild- 
ing Society’s Social Order, Treacy) 

For the time being we will ignore the oversimpli- 
fication of the writer’s definition of Statism to take | 
a look at the European Catholic social order of 
which another says: ‘For a thousand years the 
[Roman Catholic] Church held the power to put 
into effect the social ideals of Christianity. It had 
built, by the thirteenth century, a simple and satis- 
fied Europe. All too soon this social system fell, 
overwhelmed by the Black Death . . . and by the 
heresies of Luther and Calvin.” 


THE "GOOD OLD DAYS" 


This social order which produced ‘“‘a simple and 
satisfied Europe” was characterized by the feudal 
society, from which it still suffers to some extent. 
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The Papacy struggled with feudal kings who sought 
to break its control of lands and peoples, and there 
was poverty, moral corruption and political confu- 
sion on every hand. 

“The Church was profoundly influenced by 
feudal ideas and customs. The whole clergy, the 
archbishops, bishops, and abbots, through their 
great temporal possessions, were drawn into the 
feudal relation. The Church taught not only that 
almsgiving was one of the cardinal virtues, but 
also that she herself was the fittest object on which 
it might be practised. Everywhere people gave 
liberally to the Church, hoping thereby to secure 
the greatest possible intercession with God from 
the clergy. Monasteries, churches, and colleges of 
canons became rich from such gifts; in the course 
of centuries the clergy became possessors of vast 
tracts of land and great privileges. Every bishop 
and archbishop was therefore a landlord on whom 
the care of these great estates devolved... 

“As we cast our eye over Italy about 1300 it 
presents a picture of the utmost political confu- 
sion... By 1300 the cities are found for the most 
part to have lost their liberties, and a new period, 
that of the tyrants, begins... 


“The Pope was already something of a universal 
power and had foreign resources to which he could 
appeal. To preserve his independence, he turned 
to the Franks for help, and therewith inaugurated 
that baleful policy of foreign interference to which 
the Papacy has consistently clung down to our own 
day and by means of which it has over and over 
again crushed the resurgent unitarian forces of 
aly... 

“The decentralizing forces were engaged in 
battle with the centralizing ones everywhere in 
mediaeval times; in Germany and Italy alone, they 
won a victory. The reason is that there were a 
number of grave disadvantages which struck ex- 
clusively these two middle European countries, 
and fatally handicapped them over against their 
western neighbours in the movement toward na- 
tional consolidation. Destiny had appointed them to 
be the principal bearers of the dominant mediaeval 
fiction of the Church and the Empire.” (Europe 
im the Middle Ages, Thatcher and Schwill, Scrib- 
ner’s, 1899) 

The same historians write of conditions in 
France during the reign of Phillip III; “Large 
numbers of people had taken tonsure and hence 
were called clergymen, but were engaged in busi- 
ness or led a wandering vagabond sort of life. 
Their clerical character gave them immunity from 
the laws of the land, and they abused the privileges 
thus obtained. Many of them were married and 
lived in all respects as laymen.” 


England of the period likewise chafed under 
the burden of being “simple and satisfied” under 
Catholic administration: 


“The King and the Pope vied with each other 
in demanding money of the English people and 
clergy. These exactions became so burdensome that 
the feeling against both Pope and king was very 
bitter . . . Henry’s son, Edmund, was given the 
crown of Sicily by the Pope, but in return large 
sums of money were promised him. Richard of 
Cornwall, brother of the king, was made Emperor 
of Germany, and he needed money to establish 
himself there. The country was afflicted with a bad 
harvest, but, in spite of this disaster, one third of 
the income of the year was demanded by the king 
for the Pope.” 


CAN IT HAPPEN HERE? 


There is no room for the argument that in our 
present enlightened age conditions would be any 
different. Laux, Roman Catholic historian, quotes 
James F. Kenny (The Catholic Church in Contem- 
porary Ireland) as saying: 

“But in a population which is so predominantly 
Catholic it is natural to expect that the Catholic 
religion must be regarded as the law by which 
the nation should live the Catholic life. 

“In fields in which religion and politics overlap, 
Catholic ideas are given preference. Thus, in Ire- 
land both the censorship of motion pictures and 
the censorship of publications are applied more 
rigorously than in other countries; and divorce, 
as distinguished from separation, cannot be granted 
by the courts. Governmental control of education 
has been increased, but the local management for 
Catholic schools is still in the hands of the parish 
priest. University education is in theory non-con- 
fessional, but is Catholic in control, personnel and 
atmosphere.” 


Should America become Roman Catholic, she 
need not plead ignorance of the reason for her 
shackles. The indelible record of history, to say 
nothing of the dreadful example of contemporary 
Latin America, Spain, Ireland, Italy, and other Ro- 
man Catholic countries, should serve as fair warn- 
ing. Rome’s objective has been clearly stated, and 
the means by which she seeks to obtain her objec- 
tive are not hidden. 

Yet Protestant America’s greatest enemy is not 
the threat of Papal domination. It is her own in- 
difference. And the false security of the certain 
knowledge that “it can’t happen here,” with which 
she cloaks her indifference, will become freedom’s 
shroud when America becomes Roman Catholic. 





Coming in the June issue: 
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@ THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 





“Give me a child until he is seven and he will be a Catholic 
for the rest of his life.” This is the Roman Catholic claim. Lack 
of Christian training, neglect of the family Bible, disappearance 


of the family altar, ignorance of the Protestant concept of 
Christianity—these are some of the pitfalls of the modern home 
that invite disaster, not only of family disintegration, juvenile 
delinquency, and moral decadence, but also of mixed marriage, 
loss of faith, and even defection to the Roman Catholic Church. 

National Family Week, which is sponsored by the National 
Sunday School Association and will be observed across the nation 
May 4-11, presents an opportunity to Christian parents to re- 
evaluate their position and insure the future of their children 
and the nation by establishing strong Christian homes. The follow- 
ing messages emphasize this vital need. 


The Prodigal Home 


THE AMERICAN HOME is 
making headlines! But they are 
headlines of a sordid nature and 
feature homicide, juvenile delin- 
quency, divorce, and alcoholism. 
A problem boy develops into 
America’s second most notorious 
killer who without motive or rea- 
son brutally murders eleven peo- 
ple. A Hollywood actress discards 
her fourth husband and sets out 
again on the sea of matrimony 
with her fifth mate. Juvenile 
hoodlums terrorize a New York 
school and drive a principal to 
suicide. A father goes berserk 
and murders his wife and four 
children. A _ fourteen-year-old 
youngster calmly relates how he 
pumped bullets into his grand- 
mother’s body “until she stopped 
quivering.” 

The story of the American 
home is becoming the story of 
prodigal parents and _ prodigal 
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children. Psychiatrists and psy- 
chologists seek to analyze the 
situation and explain away hu- 
man depravity. Sin has been label- 
ed “impulses” and violence has 
been attributed to “frustrations.” 

Prodigal children come from 
prodigal homes. We have so many 
prodigal sons and daughters be- 
cause of the lack of godly 
examples to be found even in the 
so-called Christian home. All too 
many fathers and mothers preach 
religion to their children but do 
not live it. The parents tell the 
children what they should be but 
they themselves do not live that 
way. Fathers and mothers send 
their children to Sunday School 
but they never take them. They 
tell their children that they need 
religion, and urge that they be 
good, that they read the Bible, and 
yet the parents themselves do not 
set an example. 








Put Christiit 


Another reason why we have 
so many prodigal children is that 
there is a lack of discipline in 
the home. The children control the 
parents instead of the parents 
governing the children. The 
youngsters give the orders and 
say how much spending money 
they should get, how many eve- 
nings they should spend out, and 
what time they should come home. 
They establish the laws, the rules 
and the regulations. And father 
and mother are so lacking even 
in common character that they 
yield to every wish and whim 
of the demanding child instead 
of establishing a code of ethics, 
rules and regulations such as God 
expects to be established in a 
Christian home. 


It is my firm personal convic- 
tion that every case of juvenile 
delinquency, of divorce, of marital 
unfaithfulness, of parental delin- 
quency need never have occurred. 
But all these are the normal and 
are to be the expected harvest of 
the sowing of certain evil prin- 
ciples. 

Put the blame where you will— 
upon our educational systems; 
upon our churches; upon youth 
itself—but an honest diagnosis 
of the situation will eventually 
point the finger to the home. We 
need godly, consistently living 
mothers and fathers. We need 
to have the Bible put back into 
the home. We need time for 
family life; time to play and time 
to pray together. We need a re- 
vival of a vital living faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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in his future ... NOW! 





Key To American Survival 


AMERICA’S FIRST LINE of 
defense is the Christian home, for 
it is not guided missiles but 
guided morals that constitute our 
great need today. 


There is no question but that 
this is the gravest hour we have 
ever known. We are only ten 
minutes away from destruction 
by atomic missiles. If war comes 
there will be no time for the 
mobilization of American produc- 
tive strength, for it will be all 
over in less than half an hour. I 
recently heard an American sena- 
tor say that in case of atomic 
war 25 or 30 million of us will 
die before we wake up the next 
morning. 

The situation is just as bad for 
the church. For every one that is 
won to Christ twenty-five are 
born into heathen surroundings 
and influences. Communism has 


by Dr. George L. Ford 


one billion people under its control 
after only forty years, while all 
branches of the Christian church 
—Catholic and Protestant—num- 
ber only 820 million after 1900 
years. 

The Bible is no longer the best 
seller. Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John have taken second place to 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. 
Over two-thirds of the world has 
absolutely no knowledge of Christ. 
The church must now face the 


question, “Will the gospel be 
heard in Russia before the 
Russian missile is heard in 


America?” Our only hope is the 
spiritual regeneration of the 
Russian people and leaders. 

We are where we are because 
of what we are. The love of 
luxury, the breakdown of integri- 
ty, and the sexual immorality of 
America are sapping its spiritual 


Teenagers Need A Home 


I AM NOT an alarmist, crying 
that our young folks are going 
to the dogs. I remember these apt 
lines of an unknown writer: 

My grandfather in his house of 

logs 
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Said the young folks are go- 
ing to the dogs. 
His grandfather in the Flemish 
bogs 
Said the young folks are go- 
ing to the dogs. 
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and moral strength. News-stands 
are flooded with filth. Truthful- 
ness and honesty are scoffed at 
on every hand. Juvenile hoodlums 
roam the streets in gangs. These 
are symptoms of the sickness of 
America—the sickness of sin. It 
is the disease from which other 
great nations have died, and it 
will be fatal to America if it is 
not stopped. Before we can ex- 
pect regeneration in Russia we 
must see revival in America. 

The key to American survival 
is the Christian home. Here is 
where character can be molded 
and standards established. Here is 
where Christ can be brought to 
the child and the child to Christ. 
And here is where parents can 
renew their spiritual resources 
for the demands that America’s 
gravest hour places upon all of us. 

In this hour of crisis the family 
altar can mean more than the 
conference table, intercession can 
be more important than summit 
talks, and Christian training can 
prove more essential than the boot 
camp. The Christian home can 
save America. 


And his grandfather in his 
long, skin togs 
Said the young folks are go- 
ing to the dogs. 
There is but one thing that I 
have to state: 
The dogs are having a 
mighty long wait. 
It is a common pastime for old 
folks to point out the faults of 
young folks. Even Plato wrote: 





“The children now love luxury, 
they have bad manners, contempt 
for authority. They show disre- 
spect for elders and love chatter 
in place of exercise. They no long- 
er rise when elders enter the 


room. They contradict their 
parents, chatter before company, 
gobble up dainties at the table, 
cross their legs and tyrannize 
their teachers.” 

The juvenile problem has be- 
come one of America’s heartaches. 
Delinquency and crime rise each 
year. It has become a problem 
that must be faced by all of us, 
because the children of our Chris- 
tian homes are frequently swept 
into the vortex of our time. They 
are in danger of being sucked 


WE ARE GUILTY of neglect- 
ing our homes. A real-estate sales- 
man was trying to sell a house 
to a newly married couple. Said 
the bride: “Why buy a house? 
I was born in a hospital ward, 
reared in a_ boarding school, 
educated in a college, courted in 
an automobile and married in the 
office of a justice of the peace. I 
get my meals at a cafeteria, live 
in an apartment, spend my morn- 
ings playing golf and my after- 
noons playing bridge; in the eve- 
ning we dance or go to the 
movies; when I am sick I go to a 
hospital, and when I die I shall 


A CHRISTIAN HOME can 
give a child a happily receptive 
attitude to gospel truth. After all, 
a child believes what his parents 
do. If he is brought up in a strong 
Roman Catholic home he will be 
a strong Roman Catholic. If he 
is brought up in a strong Muslim 
home, he will be a fanatical Mus- 
lim. And if he is brought up in a 
strong evangelical Protestant 
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under by the whirlpool of rebel- 
lion that traps them on every side. 

Schools are not the answer, for 
in many instances that is the 
very hotbed of rebellion. The 
churches cannot do it for they 
lack the time, the personnel, the 
concentration, and the intimacy 
with those involved. The law is 
not the answer because delin- 
quency is a matter of the spirit as 
much as the deed and the law 
can deal only with deeds. The 
answer must be in the home. 

A poll was taken recently by 
George Gallup on “Why Teen- 
agers Get Out of Hand.” The 
conclusions of the poll were: 


1. Parents are not strict 


Home Builders 


by Guy P. Leavitt 


be buried from an undertaker’s. 
All we need is a garage!” 

We need to lift the home back 
to its place of influence in Chris- 
tian education. 

In his book Memories of a 
Happy Life, William Lawrence 
says of his parents: “Father did 
not tell us to go to church; he 
went, and we went with him. Our 
parents never asked us to do what 
they did not gladly do themselves. 
Prayer and religion at home were 
as natural as meals and sleep.” 

No wonder he could write about 
“memories of a happy life’! We 
can safely agree that the happiest 


The Importance of 
A Christian Home 


by Kenneth Taylor 


home, he will be a strong evan- 
gelical Protestant. There are few 
exceptions. 

To a superficial observer it may 
seem that therefore there is no 
solid basis for decisions and that 
we are merely products of our 
environment. And actually, this 
is pretty much true. We do not 
decide these things as children 
because of logic or truth, but are 





enough. 

2. Parents do not _ provide 
proper home life. 

3. Parents have too many out- 
side interests. 

4. Parents are too indulgent; 
give children too much 
money. 

5. Both parents work, even 
though the mother is needed 
at home. 


Read these points over again 
carefully and note that each rea- 
son for our juvenile problem be- 
gins with the parents. Then 
examine your own home. Don’t 
think that these errors do not in- 
vade the Christian home. They 
often do. 


homes in America are those that 
are Christian, where parents and 
children are faithful in attend- 
ance at the Lord’s house, and 
where Jesus is an honored guest. 

Such a home must bring joy in 
heaven, for the home is God’s first 
divinely ordained institution on 
this earth. 

“The hand that rocks the cradle 
rules the world” is a favorite way 
of saying that the influence of the 
home is far-reaching. Training in 
the home has more to do with 
the destiny of the individual than 
does any other influence. Here the 
small child receives his first im- 
pressions, his first knowledge con- 
cerning God and Christ, his first 
experiences in prayer, his first 
inculcation of Christian love and 
devotion. 


“victims” of our emotional en- 
vironment and of our strong and 
natural approval of whatever our 
parents believe. And so the child 
brought up in the Christian home 
is blessed beyond all others, since 
he often automatically adopts the 
Christian point of view, the truth. 

And that is why the Christian 
home is so important. It brings 
about an automatic favorable 
response to the gospel and the 
proper attitude in Christian liv- 
ing. 

The statistical results can be 
enormous. Canada, for instance, 
is now said to be Catholic for 
the majority of its population. 
That was not so a few years ago, 
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but is today because of the Cath- 
olic emphasis on large families, 
and thus year by year and genera- 
tion by generation the proportion 
in the population grows in geo- 
metric proportion. 

Or take India as another inter- 
esting example. Today probably 
less than 1% of the population 
is Roman Catholic. But if India 
widely adopts birth control—as 
has been done the last few years 
in Japan—the Roman Catholic 
population will continue to grow 
as fast as ever while the rest of 
the population slows down dras- 


tically. And within 250 years it 
would be possible only through 
the cradle, and apart from out- 
side conversions, for the present 
Roman Catholic population in 
India to have grown to a major- 
ity. 

Does that cast some light on the 
great importance of the Christian 
home in America? It seems to me 
that it certainly does. Our homes 
must continue to send out well- 
trained young people, and I be- 
lieve in increasing numbers, to 
live for Jesus Christ. The average 
Christian parent in America prob- 


The Family Fortune 


A FAMILY that has love one 
for another—a love that is filled 
with compassion, care and con- 
cern—a family that is filled with 
happiness and joy, where there 
is singing and merriment, a 
family where there is a very real 
sense of peace and confidence, 
where faith in God is real, and 
trust is not only taught and talked 
about, but is a part of every day 
living—these families seem to 
have security. This is a security 
even stronger than that which 
comes from a sense of financial 
strength. It is a security that 
comes from a knowledge of God 
and His Word, a security that is 


by Rev. Victor Trimmer 


more than just for time and for 
the problems and needs of this 
life, and a security that reaches 
beyond the veil and promises hope 
of reuniting with loved ones gone 
on before. 

Here is a treasure moth and 
rust cannot corrupt, a fortune 
that thieves cannot steal. It is a 
spiritual heritage that provides a 
family this wealth of worthwhile 
things. This is a fortune that 
every family can enjoy, for all 
parents, regardless of station in 
life, can provide this family for- 
tune of fine things. 

You cannot leave or give that 
which you do not have, however 


Parental Responsibility 


GOD HAS NOT left parents in 
the dark as to what must diligently 
concern every one of us. Possibly 
the reason we have on our hands 
an unruly, unsettled and ungodly 
generation is that we have been 
loath to do what God has com- 
manded us to do. We read, “And 
these words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thine 
heart: and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sit- 
test in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when 
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by Dr. R. S. Beal 


thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up” (Deut. 6:6-7). The pity 
is that we give greater diligence 
to a hundred nonessentials and 
neglect the most important of all, 
namely, the Word of God. 
Through His servant Moses, God 
was laying down the method by 
which children were to be reared. 

Solomon wrote, “Train up a 
child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old he will not 
depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). 
There is nothing said about train- 
ing up a child in the wisdom of 





ably nets more souls for the 
Lord in his home than he does 
in all of his lifetime in personal 
work outside the home. 

I feel that a major key to the 
solution of both of these problems 
lies in family togetherness, the 
parents taking time to work with 
the children and especially taking 
time for family devotions when 
the whole family can be together 
around the Word of God, listening 
to the admonitions of the Scrip- 
ture and discussing together what 
it means and how to put it into 
effect. 


great your desire may be. You 
must have it yourself first. In 
this age of satellites and sputniks 
some families have lost the art 
and the joy of family worship, 
but here is where this fortune is 
found, as worship and Bible read- 
ing become as much a part of the 
family life as eating and playing. 
Just as a parent cannot give to 
the society in which he lives, 
whether it be government or 
schools or any other agency, the 
financial responsibility of taking 
care of his family, neither can 
he give the spiritual responsibility 
of providing this real family for- 
tune to the church or the Sunday 
School or the preacher. He, him- 
self, is first of all responsible to 
God and to his family to point 
out by example and by precept 
and pattern and practice where 
the true riches are found. 


this world, but rather in the wis- 
dom of God, which reveals “the 
way he should go.” There are 
undoubtedly millions of homes in 
this nation which do not possess 
a Bible, and on the other hand 
there are millions of homes which 
possess the Bible but never read 
it or teach it to the oncoming 
generation. 

The New Testament is equally 
clear concerning our diligence in 
relation to those whom God has 
put into our hands. Paul wrote, 
“And, ye fathers, provoke not 
your children to wrath: but bring 
them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord” (Eph. 
6:4). This is not the task of a day. 
(Continued on page 27) 





13 


voice 


i: WAS LESS than two 
years after I entered the Domini- 
can monastery in Lima, Peru, 
that news reached us of the death 
of Pope Benedict XV. I was a 
young monk in my late teens at 
the time, still in the first flush of 
fervor, devotion, and consecration 
to the Roman Catholic Church, 
to which I had entrusted my life, 
both in this world and in the 
world beyond. 

When we were told by our 
superiors to pray for the poor 
soul of the pope, I was stunned 
into a sort of spiritual paralysis, 
with questions whirling around 
my brain like a hurricane around 
its ominously still center. How 
could it be, I said to myself, that 
the infallible pope, who once held 
the keys of heaven and earth, was 
unable to save himself from the 
torments of purgatory? If the 
Holy Father, vicar of Jesus 
Christ on earth, could not accu- 
mulate sufficient merits to secure 
his direct entrance into heaven 
at death, how could I, a humble 
student for the priesthood, ever 
hope to save my soul? The naked 
truth, as it then appeared to me, 
was appalling. 

With increasing forcefulness 
the questions rushed in upon me, 
battering my mind, perturbing 
my soul, dislodging my cherished 
beliefs from their accustomed 
moorings. What will happen to 
me if I die? Where will I go? Will 
I ever reach heaven? 

Thinking to still these ques- 
tions and appease a just but for- 
midable God, I macerated my 
young flesh in the seclusion of 
my lonely cell and inflicted dire 
punishments on my _ unwilling 
body. Today I bear the multiple 
scars of this desperate effort to 
obtain merits and thereby shorten 
the years I must spend expiating 
my sins in purgatory. But the 
questions remained, and for years 
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from the tomb 


by W. M. Montano 


I was left in the shadows of un- 
certainty. 


Arsour FOUR YEARS later, I 
was to witness personally the 
fearful death of a Dominican 
priest who was devout, highly 
respected, and almost venerated. 
I myself regarded him as one of 
the most saintly men I had ever 
known. As we stood around his 
bedside repeating prayers for the 
dying, we were filled with a name- 
less horror of the tomb. Not a 
ray of hope pierced the despair 
that gripped his soul and con- 
torted his face. 

Suddenly, in an anguished 
tone I can never forget, he cried 
out, “Go away, all of you! I am 
going to leap into the dark!” 

Leap into the dark! Impos- 
sible! How could he, the pious 
monk who never neglected his 
religious duties, who counseled 
so many on virtuous living—how 
could he be denied the consolation 
of the church? If religious life 
had anything to offer, I said, it 
should at least provide in the 
hour of death the assurance of 
eternal life. And yet—at that 
moment it seemed as if the whole 
system of the Roman Catholic 
Church was geared to keep us all 
wondering, doubting, guessing, 
in a torment of spiritual in- 
security. 

Within the year, unable to 
cope any longer with my doubt 
and finding no answers within 
the high walls of the ancient mon- 
astery, I left the Dominican 
Order, and with it the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


onc YEARS have passed 
since then, but I thank God that 
He found me on that dreary 
morning of my escape and gave 
me the assurance that I so much 


craved, the assurance of sins for- 
given and of eternal life. 

For seven years I had been 
trying to accumulate merits to 
atone for my sins. Then He said, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
(II Cor. 12:9) 

I had carried a burden that 
grew heavier with each passing 
year. Then He said, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” (Matt. 11:28) 

I had been living in mortal 
fear of death lest all my sins had 
not been confessed and absolved. 
But He said in His Word, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” (I John 1:9). 

I had prayed to the Blessed 
Virgin with utmost piety to in- 
tercede for my soul. But He said, 
“T am the way... : no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” (John 14:6) 

I had worshiped a God who 
weighed my penances against my 
sins and was waiting to extract 
from me the last tortured pay- 
ment in purgatory. But He said, 
“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. For God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.” 
(John 3:16, 17) 

Today as I consider my fellow- 
men in the Roman Catholic 
Church, priests, monks, bishops, 
laymen, I long to offer them free- 
dom from the terrible fear of 
death and the world beyond that 
I know from experience over- 
shadows their lives. I long to tell 
them that Christ, and Christ 
alone, “is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto 
God by him.” (Heb. 7:25) I long 
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to impress upon them the fact 
that “now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” (II Cor. 6:2) 

Not tomorrow, for it may be 
too late. 


For ARCHBISHOP Alexandre 
Vachon of Ottawa it is too late. 
His last testament, read at his 
funeral instead of a eulogy as he 
had requested) and reprinted in 
the Roman Catholic magazine The 
Family Digest (November 1955), 
is one of the most pathetic con- 
fessions of despair I have ever 
read. Like a voice from the tomb 
comes the hollow echo of the 
wretched words of this Roman 
Catholic Archbishop, who wrote 
in life what he wished to survive 
him in death. 

Knowing how soon the dead 
are forgotten, with what earnest 
eloquence he writes! With what 
poignance! From the depths of 
a burdened soul, with a stark 
sincerity stripped of all pretense 
in the presence of death, he pleads 
with his friends and confreres to 
remember him. With the prospect 
before him of unnumbered years 
of torment in a place that the 


_ theologians are not agreed upon, 


he begs for even a crumb of re- 
membrance. 

And even as his words die 
away, one is struck with an in- 
finite sadness that he never found 
the answer to the age-old ques- 
tion, “What must I do to be 
saved?” 

These are the words read at 
his Requiem: 


A: MY DEATH, I do not wish 
to have any funeral oration. I 
would have you ask _ simply, 
and insistently, of the Bishops, 
priests, religious men and women 
and faithful present at my 
funeral, that they pray for the 
repose of my poor soul. I wish 
to say to my dear people of the 
diocese of Ottawa, how much I 
have loved them and I still love 
them. 

“They chant my funeral. But 
where am I? My body is there, 
stretched out, an inert mass in 
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* “My Soul suffers . . . It cries to you from the depths of its suffering: Have pity on me!" 


which corruption is already ad- 
vanced. How many times, in this 
Basilica-Cathedral, in placing the 
ashes on the foreheads of the 
faithful after having received 
them myself, I have said these 
words: Memento, homo, quia pul- 
vis es et in pulverem reverteris. 
Remember, man, thou art dust 
and unto dust thou shalt return. 
These words are fulfilled for me 
at this moment. 

“These eyes, which have so 
often looked on you with love, 
my dear spiritual children, are 
glazed. This mouth, which has 
spoken to you so often to bring 
you to Jesus through Mary, has 
been silenced forever. These lips 
which thousands and thousands 
of times have pronounced the 
words of the adorable Consecra- 


ey. 


tion and which have made Jesus 
Christ come down upon the altar, 
henceforth shall be mute. These 
hands, which have called down 
upon your heads—and with what 
emotion, with what affection !— 
blessings and Divine’ graces; 
these hands which have ad- 
ministered all the Sacraments, 
but especially those of Confirma- 
tion, of Holy Orders, they are 
now motionless. 


“My poor body lies here be- 
fore you. Now it will be laid in 
the Cathedral wall, where its de- 
composition, already advanced, 
will continue until it returns to 
dust, and it will not be re-united 
to my soul until the day of Gener- 
al Judgment. 

“And my soul, where is my 
soul at this moment? It is in 
Purgatory, and there it will re- 
main until it has totally satisfied 
for its faults and imperfections. 

“My soul wishes to see the 






beauty of Heaven. It wishes to 
behold the Holy Trinity. It wishes 
to contemplate the Immaculate 
Virgin, who has smiled upon it 
with love and who has interceded 
for it. Sing with my soul in praise 
of Mary: 

“*Tota pulchra es, O Maria, 
et macula non est in te.’ 

“My soul suffers. It must be 
pure to go to Heaven! It can do 
nothing for itself now, my dear 
spiritual children! Its future de- 
liverance then depends upon you! 
It cries to you from the depths 
of its suffering: Have pity on me! 
Have pity on me! You at least 
who are my friends, my brothers 
in the priesthood, my spiritual 
children. 

“I beg you, come and pray at 
my tomb! Give my soul the alms 
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of a fervent prayer, of a Mass 
celebrated or of a Mass heard, of 
some sacrifice, of a rosary, of an 
ejaculatory prayer. In Purgatory, 
the soul is the friend of God and 
it intercedes efficaciously for the 
members of the Mystical Body 
who are on earth. My soul prays 
for you whom it has loved so 
tenderly. In Heaven, gratitude 
will prompt it to pray for those 
who have hastened its deliver- 
ance. 

“At this moment, my dear 
spiritual children, remember that 
you also will die, and perhaps 
soon. The only regret you will ex- 
perience at the decisive moment 
of death will be that you have not 
done enough towards your salva- 
tion. Meditate on that. Avoid sin 
and the occasion of sin. Keep in 
the grace of God, in His love. 
Remember that you are dust and 
that unto dust you shall return.” 

Voice from the tomb, indeed. 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


Mission to Americans 


The Missionary Society of St. 
Paul the Apostle in the State of New 
York, proselytizing specialists of the 
Roman Church, celebrated its hun- 
dredth anniversary in January. 

The Paulists, founded by Isaac 
Thomas Hecker as an English-lan- 
guage mission to the United States, 
substituted the word “promises” for 
“vows” in order to appeal to the 
minds of Americans devoted to a 
sense of individual liberty, and dedi- 
cated themselves to huckstering Ro- 
man Catholicism to the settlers of 
the New World. They were among 
the first religious bodies to make use 
of paid advertising and radio broad- 
casts to promote their activities, and 
have since introduced other more 
radical features to attract attention. 
Among their latest projects is that 
of conducting special workshops for 
parish priests to instruct them in the 
matter and manner of more effective 
proselytizing. 


By Fair Means or Foul 


Legalized bingo in New Jersey has 
become an annual multi-million dol- 
lar bonanza for the Roman Catholic 
Church. Bingo games and raffles, 
legalized in 1954, have become in- 
creasingly popular, and total receipts 
have mounted spectacularly during 
the three years the State has con- 
trolled them. The ten biggest raffles 
of 1957 were all conducted by Ro- 
man Catholic churches, schools, and 
hospitals, and the lion’s share of the 
twenty-six million dollar take from 
all bingo games and raffles in New 
Jersey went to Roman Catholic in- 
stitutions. 

The Legalized Games of Chance 
Control Commission reported that 
the “consistent growth of both bingo 
and raffles is another strong indica- 
tion of the durability of these games 
of chance. The growth of both bingo 
and raffles in all phases shows that 
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the games can flourish while under 
the careful supervision and _ strict 
control of the commission.” 

Apart from the Roman Catholic 
Church, commercial interests and 
professionals are barred from par- 
ticipation in legalized bingo and raf- 
fles. 

However, despite the controls im- 
posed and the barring of commercial 
competitors, there are abuses. The 
commission recently found it neces- 
sary to revoke the licenses granted 
to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Ro- 
man Catholic Church in Jersey City 
for violations and imposed a two- 
year ban on that church’s participa- 
tion in games of chance. 


Prosperous Pax 


In Poland, the Roman Catholic or- 
ganization known as ‘Pax’ has 
proved that a Catholic-Communist 
compromise is good business. 

Pax’ holdings now surpass the en- 
tire holdings of all private industry 
in the country. They include a mo- 
nopoly on church and _ devotional 
items, an enormous publishing em- 
pire, and a large share of the coun- 
try’s manufacturing strength. 


Comrades Behind the 
Bamboo Curtain 


The establishment of an official 
Chinese Communist-Catholic Church 
was revealed when the Szechuen 
Daily News reported the election of 
the bishop of the diocese of Chengtu 
in Szechuen, under the sponsorship 
of the Communist-approved Patri- 
otic Association of Chinese Catholics. 
Father Li Hsi-ting was named as 
bishop and Fathers Tang Chun and 
Li Tao-Kwei as his auxiliaries. 

In taking up the new office, Bishop 
Li Hsi-ting said: “I personally feel 
I am incapable of shouldering such 
heavy responsibilities, but the call of 
the masses is the voice of God. 
Therefore I have stepped forward to 


take up the post. From now on, I will 
guide the clergy of the entire diocese 
and its forty thousand faithful in 
taking the road to socialism under 
the leadership of the Communist 
Party.” 

Endorsement of the election was 
made for the hierarchy by Bishop 
Tuan Yin-ming of Wahnsien and 
Bishop Wang Wen-cheng of Chun- 
king, who expressed their approval. 


Protector of the Faith 


The Roman Catholic Church, arch- 
enemy of the American public school 
system, has now adopted the devious 
technique of “protecting” it in order 
to achieve a greater measure of con- 
trol over the system. 

Father Edward B. Rooney, presi- 
dent of the Jesuit Educational Asso- 
ciation, in an address before the 
Association of American Colleges re- 
cently expressed his alarm at “the 
ever increasing vexations of govern- 
mental controls over institutions and 
boards,” which, he said, are “begin- 
ning to sabotage the freedom of edu- 
cational institutions and place them 
under political controls.” 

In order to curb this trend, Fr. 
Rooney told the group that the Fund 
for the Advancement of Education 
would sponsor a study of state con- 
trol over colleges and universities. 

As a clue to his own intentions, 
Fr. Rooney said: “For example, we 
are still groping with the problem of 
how to fit into public schools the 
teaching of moral and religious val- 
ues.” 


The Long Arm with the Iron Fist 


Dramatic evidence of the sorry 
plight of a Protestant partner in a 
mixed marriage is the case of Mrs. 
Sean Cloney of Fethard-on-Sea, 
Wexford, Eire, who was forced to 
yield to the pressure of the Roman 
Church because she couldn’t bear to 
see a whole community ruined. 

Mrs. Cloney married her Roman 
Catholic husband in a civil ceremony 
but was later induced to go through 
a form of marriage before a priest 
and to assign the Roman Church the 
right to educate her children. Last 
year, in remorse over the situation, 
she took her children and disap- 
peared, demanding that her husband 
emigrate to Canada and permit their 
children to grow up as Protestants. 

However, the Protestant members 
of the community suffered so in- 
tensely under the vindictive Roman 
Catholic boycott that followed in re- 
prisal that she returned to her hus- 
band, with her own problems unset- 
tled. 
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Facts on Figures 


The Roman Catholic Church in the 
U. S. annually reports an increase of 
approximately one million new mem- 
bers. That a large number of these 
new members are immigrants is 
borne out by the fact that ninety 
per cent of the thirty-seven thousand 
Puerto Ricans who enter the U. S. 
each year are claimed by the Roman 
Church. 

Since most of those emigrating 
from Puerto Rico enter New York 
and few of them leave the state, the 
Archdiocese of New York has set up 
a program by which the Roman 
Church will be able to maintain 
closer contact with its newly ac- 
quired migrant population and there- 
by seek to ensure its loyalty. 

The Register (March 2, 1958), in 
reporting the establishment of the 
new program, complained that the 
“faithful” left in Puerto Rico are 
“subject to Protestant proselyting” 
because of the shortage of priests 
there and the poor educational facili- 
ties maintained by the Roman 
Church. 

Meanwhile, the city of New York 
is having difficulty in its public 
schools with its intractable and 
largely foreign element. 


Wanted: Protestant Immigrants 


The Council of Churches in Sid- 
ney, Australia, has taken action urg- 
ing its member churches to encour- 
age Protestant migration to the 
country. Although Roman Catholics 
are at present a minority population 
group in Australia, they will not be 
for long if the present rate of Ro- 
man immigration continues. From 
June 1954 to December 1956, almost 
half of those emigrating to Australia 
were Roman Catholics. 


Bumper Crop 


The Charleston Diocese, which 
includes the entire state of South 
Carolina, has announced that the Ro- 
man Catholic population of the dio- 
cese has doubled since 1948. 


Mass Swindle 


According to the Italian Of- 
fice of Statistics, the nation now has 
a population of 115,000 Roman Cath- 
olic clerics or members of religious 
orders. 

When the Neapolitan Advocate 
was queried once regarding the rea- 
son for so many priests in Naples, he 
answered: “For the business to be 
done we have not priests enough. ... 
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If all were engaged from morning to 
night they could not say half the 
masses for the dead which they 
ought and are bound to say....A 
tabular statement is submitted to the 
pope each year, and he, taking into 
consideration all the circumstances, 
pronounces his decision that the 
masses remaining unsaid shall be 
considered as said, and so they are 
accordingly.” 

Whether overlooked or forgot- 
ten, the fact remains that thousands 
of masses for the dead are neglected 
each year, once the price has been 
paid. A Roman Catholic book entitled 
Examination of Conscience for the 
Use of Priests Who Are Making a 
Retreat, bearing the Imprimatur of 
John Cardinal McCloskey, Archbish- 
op of New York, July 11, 1885, con- 
tains this significant statement: 

“We [priests] should provide that 
immediately after our death ...a 
certain number of masses should be 
said in order, ad cautelam, to com- 
pensate for those we forgot to say.” 


Always in the News 


Henceforth, in all cases of 
serious accidents, the police of Cran- 
ston, Rhode Island, are to notify the 
nearest Roman Catholic rectory, ac- 
cording to a recent action taken by 
the Cranston city council. It was stip- 
ulated, however, that the calling of a 
priest should in no way delay or in- 
terfere with medical treatment of the 
injured or otherwise hinder the work 
of the police. 


How to Succeed in a Convent 


A play, written, produced, 
and presented at Notre Dame univer- 
sity by Roman Catholic nuns for an 
audience of nuns only, made light of 
Jesuitical morality and the use of the 
well-known Roman Catholic gim- 
mick, “mental reservation.” 

The play concerns a guardian 
angel who exchanged places with a 
nun in order to demonstrate the rela- 
tive simplicity of a nun’s life. But 
the angel in the convent soon found 
itself in trouble with the mother su- 
perior and learned that convent life 
was far removed from heaven on 
earth. Life became a little easier, 
though, when the nun it replaced 
taught the angel to “use mental res- 
ervation ...a gimmick invented by 
the Jesuits. Tell as much of the truth 
as you think advisable, and mentally 
reserve the rest.” 








Whirlibirds at Lourdes 


French authorities have per- 
mitted the establishment of a perma- 
nent helicopter station at Lourdes to 
aid in transporting ill pilgrims to 
and from the shrine. 


Stretching a Point 


British Roman Catholic clergy- 
men, forbidden since 1852 by a rul- 
ing of the hierarchy to attend either 
the theatre or the opera, recently 
packed the Covent Garden Opera 
House in London for the dress re- 
hearsal performance of the opera, 
“The Carmelites.” 


"Public" School Farce 


When the new term begins in Sep- 
tember, Roman Catholic Sisters of 
the Assumption from Africa will 
staff the school built by St. John’s 
parish and leased to the public school 
district of Churchtown, Ohio. 

By this device, which is being 
widely employed throughout the 
country, the Roman Church secures 
public funds for the operation of its 
schools, over which it maintains com- 
plete control, even to the point of 
defying court orders, as is the case 
in Marion County, Kentucky. 

This same device is also used with 
increasing frequency to gain control 
of hospitals throughout the nation, 
hospitals built and/or supported by 
public funds, but staffed and oper- 
ated as Roman Catholic institutions 
and according to Roman Catholic 
policies. 

Immigrant nuns and priests im- 
ported to staff Roman institutions 
often enter the U. S. as a privileged 
group. Congress automatically con- 
fers citizenship upon many of them 
by special legislation or by amend- 
ments tacked onto other bills. 


The Leopard's Changing Spots 


The speed of communications in 
this present space-rocket-age is mak- 
ing it increasingly difficult for Vati- 
can public relations experts to pre- 
sent the Roman system acceptably 
to all peoples without revealing the 
chameleon characteristics of the 
“changeless church.” 

In order to appear to divest Ro- 
man-Red collaboration in Poland and 
Hungary of Papal endorsement, the 
Vatican recently publicized the ex- 
communication of three Hungarian 
priests who went too far in their de- 
votion to the Red cause. The three 
were Communist members of the 
Budapest parliament and had ac- 
cepted Communist decorations from 
the government. 
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A S K . . . and it shall be given you. 


My INTENSE DESIRE to 
know the reason why, particular- 
ly the “why” of certain religious 
tenets of the faith into which 
I was born, kept me in hot water 
from the time I started school. 
My seven sisters and brothers 
and I were dutifully reared in 
Roman Catholic parochial schools 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, and I have 
many painful memories of the 
frustrations I encountered in 
seeking satisfactory answers to 
my questions. 

The explanations given to me 
for praying to Mary and the vari- 
ous saints were vague, and I was 
disturbed to realize as I progress- 
ed through school that there were 
fads in saints. One year there was 
a great surge of interest in the 
veneration of a certain Saint Rita, 
and then, as the propaganda re- 
garding her abated, so did the 
interest of the people, and pre- 
sumably the efficacy of her in- 
tervention on behalf of the peni- 
tent—or else why the neglect of 
her ever after? 


After my baby brother Joseph 
had died, the nun who taught me 
in the sixth grade told me to 
pray to him because he was with 
God and could intercede for me. 


I was frequently admonished 
to refrain from all associations 
with non-Catholics, for they 
would cause me to lose my faith. 
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I asked the sister, “If faith is of 
the heart, how can this be?’ 

But her answer, as always, was 
that it was a mortal sin to have 
doubts, and at home the answers 
were no more satisfactory. 


I was troubled about the neces- 
sity to observe the multitude of 
feasts and fasts and unreasonable 
rituals of uncertain origin. Why 
should I pray to Mary and the 
saints? What good derived from 
the rosary, or what reason was 
there really for repeating the 
“Hail Marys”? How could the 
priest turn tap-water into “holy” 
water by the repetition of some 
hocus-pocus formula? What part 
did Jesus of Nazareth have in 
the traditions and teachings of the 
Roman Catholic Church? I began 
to wonder if He ever really lived 
at all. 

By the age of twenty-one, 
knowing that the Roman Cath- 
olic religion was full of contradic- 
tions, that my questions were 
explained away but never answer- 
ed, I simply stayed away from 
church. I was sure that there 
was great confusion and began 
to feel that a mere person in the 
vastness of creation surely must 
be as nothing—nothing more than 
a speck to the Great Creator. 
From time to time I would pray 
that God would show me the way, 
if there was one, to come to Him 
and to have assurance that He 
cared for me. 

At the age of thirty-six, I found 
the answer to my prayers. With 
two sons of pre-school age to sup- 
port, I had to work, and was 
obliged to place them in an Ohio 
nursery while I was_ working. 
After a few months the nursery 


The 


by Ethel Kotva 


teacher invited us to attend Sun- 
day School. 

At first we attended Sunday 
School occasionally, but later, as 
I began to hunger for a knowledge 
of what the Bible teaches about 
God and man, we became regular 
and eager members of the Sun- 
day School, I began reading the 
Bible for the first time in my life. 
The minister of the church point- 
ed out to me that everything in 
the Bible is said twice—God’s way 
of assuring us or witnessing to 
us of the truth it contains. 

As I read, I learned that when 
Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth, 
she said in the opening words 
of her song of praise, ‘““My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour... ” (Luke 1:46-47) 
Mary acknowledged her need of 
a Saviour! And when I read, “For 
by grace are ye saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; 
it is the gift of God lest any man 
should boast” (Eph. 2:8), and 
“T am the way, the truth, and 
the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me” (John 14:6), 
I began to realize that God 
was leading me out of the confu- 
sion, that my prayers for guid- 
ance were being answered. I re- 
joiced to learn that salvation is 
a gift of God, who was just await- 
ing my willingness to acknowl- 
edge my sinfulness and my need 
of Him. 

It is now many years since I 
accepted Jesus Christ as my per- 
sonal Saviour and became a new 
creature in Him. I thank God with 
all my heart for what He has 
done for me and mine. 

The dreadful fear of death is 
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gone, for my Bible assures me 
that I will spend eternity with 
Christ, who said, “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it 
were not so I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for 


Quest of Three Catholics 


you.” (John 14:2) I find no men- 
tion of purgatory or need of it. 
Jesus’ death on the cross fully 
atones for my sins, and with 
serene confidence I look forward 
to life everlasting in the presence 


S E. E K . . . and ye shall find. 


THOUGH I WAS RAISED in a 
Catholic home and educated in 
Roman Catholic schools, still the 
spirit of God was able to direct 
my life and lead me to a knowl- 
edge of Christ as my personal 
Saviour. 

When I was sixteen years old 
the Holy Spirit began to deal with 
me very definitely. One night I 
was lying in bed, unable to sleep. 
One of the prayers I was taught 
began to go through my mind, but 
I had no peace. I confessed to Al- 
mighty God, to blessed Michael, 
to blessed John the Baptist, and 
to the holy apostles Peter and 
Paul. Here I stopped and began 
to wonder why God built the 
church on Peter and not on Paul, 
since they were both holy men. 

We were taught that if we 
doubted anything that was taught 
by the Roman Catholic Church, 
it was a sin, so when I went to 
confession, I told the priest I was 
doubting. My confessor said, 
“Young man, you are going to lose 
your religion.” 

He invited me to come to his 
house the following week for 
further instruction, but I didn’t 
think it best to go. The next time 
I went to confession he called me 
by name. That surprised me as 
I thought that in the confessional 
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we were not known. 

My mother hoped that one of 
her sons would be a priest and al- 
ways looked to me to fulfill her 
dreams, since I was more religious 
than the others. In order to please 
her I started to study my Cate- 
chism, and I began to attend 
church and go to communion 
every day to make an impression 
on the priest so that he would 
send me to the seminary. 

While I was studying the Cate- 
chism I read, “Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you.” (Matt. 7:7) 

In seeking for the answer to 
my doubts and questions, the fol- 
lowing Sunday I went to one of 
the large Protestant churches 
instead of going to Mass, even 
though the Roman Church re- 
gards it as serious sin to do so. 
The next Sunday I went to a 
different one, but I didn’t under- 
stand much of the service. 

When I arrived home my 
sister’s eyes were as big as silver 
dollars. I thought that some of 
the neighbors had told her about 
it. I stopped going to Protestant 
churches then, but the Lord kept 
dealing with me. 

When I was twenty-three years 
old I visited a Protestant aunt in 


of my Lord. “For we know that if 
our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” (II Cor. 5:1) 


by Edward Haffey 


Chicago. She was a member of 
a prayer group at the Chicago 
Gospel Tabernacle where Paul 
Rader was the pastor. To be 
agreeable, I went to church with 
her. 


The minister began to deal with 
me and asked me to open my heart 
to Christ as my Saviour. We fell 
on our knees and I began to re- 
peat the Lord’s Prayer. The 
minister began to pray earnestly 
from his heart. His prayer was 
very real, while mine was mere 
repetition. I stopped and listened 
to him. 


When he saw that I wasn’t 
praying, he asked me again if I 
would give my heart to Christ. 
I told him that with all my heart 
I desired to know Christ as my 
Saviour. 


Gradually, the truth began to 
dawn on my soul. Peace and joy 
flooded my heart as I realized 
that salvation was God’s free gift 
to me, that I had simply to believe 
and accept the gift of God, eter- 
nal life through Jesus Christ my 
Lord. Now I rejoice to know be- 
yond a shadow of a doubt that I 
am His and He is mine, that He 
created in me a well of water 
springing up unto everlasting 
life. 
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K N O C K . . « and it shall be opened unto you. 


I AM A “CONVERT.” Less 
than three years ago I was con- 
verted from Roman Catholicism 
and joined my husband’s Baptist 
Church. 

As a Catholic I was ignorant 
of the marvelous experience of 
knowing Christ as my personal 
Saviour. I was a good Catholic; 
of that I am not ashamed. In fact, 
I believe it has helped me to be 
a better Baptist. 

In trying to be a good Catholic 
I lived by all the rules and regu- 
lations. Still I was dissatisfied. 
The harder I tried to obey the 
laws of the church, the farther 
I seemed to drift from God and 
into the terrifying fear of the 
unknown. 

Once I began attending church 
and Sunday School with my hus- 
band, a completely new concept 
of Christianity was presented to 
me. I didn’t have to deny any of 
the basic teachings of God’s holi- 
ness and righteousness, of His 
omnipotent power, of Christ as 
the incarnate Son of God, or of 
His atoning work on the Cross. 
Instead, I got a much clearer, 
more personal viewpoint. It was 
like having the windows of my 


mind and soul washed clear of 
the fog of too much religious 
philosophy encumbered with the 
dust of innumerable man-made 
traditions and regulations. 


A much simpler, closer and 
friendlier relationship with God 
was opened to me. I discovered 
that I could live with God with- 
out having to fear His righteous 
anger for sin, because Christ had 
atoned for my sin. I found that 
I could walk with Christ instead 
of trying to stumble blindly after 
Him. 

Never in the past three years 
have I felt that I have “given 
up” anything. I have gained. All 
my doubts have been answered 
clearly. I have found that peace 
of mind, soul and heart that so 
many are seeking. I asked and 
was answered; I sought and I 
found; I knocked and it was 
opened unto me. Perhaps, in a 
way, converts are twice blessed 
—in seeking and in finding. 

But I am disturbed by the fre- 
quent reaction of Protestants as 
so often expressed by those who 
say, “I think its just fine that you 
changed churches for your hus- 
band.” 


by Margaret Cornell 


I expected Catholic surprise at 
my move, but such a matter-of- 
fact attitude on the part of my 
Protestant friends was indeed a 
shock. Do they believe that one 
changes faiths simply as a matter 
of family convenience? While this 
may be true in some cases of 
mixed marriages, particularly 
where there are children affected 
by the split convictions of their 
parents, Protestants must realize 
that a conversion from Catholi- 
cism is truly to come out of dark- 
ness into the light. Just as the 
heathen barbarian who embraces 
Christianity comes out of moral 
and spiritual darkness into the 
light of salvation in Jesus Christ, 
so does the one who is converted 
from Roman Catholicism. 

We must continue in our vast 
missionary efforts abroad to reach 
those who have never heard the 
gospel, and in our evangelistic 
efforts to reach those about 
us indifferent to the claims 
of Christ. But I plead with Chris- 
tians to remember to pray for 
their Roman Catholic friends and 
neighbors who are blinded to the 
truth, being led by those “having 
a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof.” (II Tim.3:5) 








Jf Protestants Ouly Knew 


PROTESTANT PEOPLE don’t know 
history! If they did, Protestant- 
ism would be surging forward 
today as a mighty movement, 
singlehearted in loyalty, con- 
strained by an overwhelming 
sense of mission. 

IF Protestants knew history 
they would understand that it 
was the Reformation in its mani- 
festations which gave to our 
civilization freedom and the free 
society. 

IF Protestants knew the his- 
tory of modern civilization they 
would know that no stable de- 
mocracy has ever arisen without 
Protestant nurture, direct or 
indirect. 

IF Protestants knew history 
they would know that a freeman’s 
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religion demands a_ freeman’s 
society and that, conversely, a 
freeman’s society requires a free- 
man’s religion. 

IF Protestants knew history 
they would know that freedom 
of conscience is the basic free- 
dom, without which every other 
freedom is superficial or mean- 
ingless. 

IF Protestants knew history 
they would know that unless man 
can be depended upon to rule 
himself by an informed and re- 
sponsible conscience, he is des- 
tined to be ruled by external 
authority. 

IF Protestants knew these 
things, they would know that 
Protestant Christianity is greater 
than the sum total of all its de- 


nominations and that it is by far 
the most important movement in 
the world today. Without it demo- 
cratic societies cannot preserve 
their freedom. Without it new 
democratic societies cannot be 
successfully established. 

IF Protestants knew these 
things, every Protestant would 
become an evangelist; the spirit 
of religious vocation would be re- 
born in laymen; tithing, and 
more than tithing, would be the 
common _ practice; Protestant 
missions would be permeating 
every forgotten place in our na- 
tion and flowing out across the 
world to lay the only foundation 
that can be laid for the building 
of truth, of justice, of freedom 
and therefore of peace. — Home 
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Black-robed Blackmail 


The Executive Director of the 
Oregon Council of Churches was, as 
such, rightfully active in resisting 
S.B. 162, along with educators, 
churchmen, and friends of civil lib- 
erties. He is also active in POAU. 

He has been privately warned by 
an influential Roman Catholic priest 
that unless he dissociates himself 
from POAU, the archbishop will be 
urged to forbid all priests to serve 
with him in any association or in 
any cause. The Executive Director, 
naturally, is an important member 
of some very vital committees in 
Oregon on which Roman Catholics 
also serve—and need to serve and 
are needed. 

Is it too much to hope that the 
Archbishop will not yield to such urg- 
ing? Surely such ill-advised arro- 
gance would not be in the interest of 
his Oregon concerns or of his wider 
concerns. 

He could not provide a_ better 
weapon for those in the United 
States who would like to prove that 
such methods are the only ones which 
his church knows how to use. 


NCC—Dept. of Religious Liberty 
quoted in The Churchman, 


March 1958 


Imported from Italy: 
Handle with Care 


New York, Jan. 18.—A secret “con- 
centrated drive” is under way by the 
Federal Government to deport at 
least thirty-two of the sixty rack- 
eteers caught recently at the “Mafia 
Grand Council” convention at Apa- 
lachin, New York. 

Details of the drive and names of 
the men who are its specific targets 
were learned today by International 
News Service. 

The kick-’em-out campaign of the 
U. S. Government was confirmed by 
Immigration Commissioner James M. 
Swing, who is personally directing 
it, although he declined to discuss 
the identities of the men under de- 
portation investigation. Swing said: 
“The ‘crime convention’ at Apala- 
chin, N. Y., of Nov. 14, 1957, has 
served to further intensify the pro- 
gram of the Immigration and Nat- 
uralization Service to utilize every 
service resource against any criminal 
or racketeer liable to deportation or 
denaturalization proceedings. No ef- 
fort has been, or must be, spared on 
this concentrated drive to remove 
from the United States any one of 
them who is deportable.” 

From other sources, I.N.S. learned 
the identities of five aliens and twen- 
ty-seven naturalized citizens under 
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intensive investigation in New York, 


New Jersey, California, Illinois, 
Ohio, Colorado, Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania. 

Heading the list of those the Gov- 
ernment will attempt to boot from 
the country is Vito Genovese, sixty, 
of Atlantic Highlands, N. J., said to 
outrank Frank Costello, reputed 
“prime minister of the underworld.” 

Genovese, dubbed “king of the 
rackets” by former New York Gover- 
nor Thomas E. Dewey, was stripped 
of his citizenship by the Government 
in 1954. 

The first of a number of court de- 
naturalization actions against Apa- 
lachin “delegates” who claim citizen- 
ship will hit Joseph Profaci, sixty, of 
Brooklyn. 

Jack Lotto, INS report 


Open the Door, Uncle Sam! 


America’s immigration laws are 
“ancient and discriminatory,” an of- 
ficial of the American Committee on 
Italian Migration said Sunday [Feb. 
16, 1958] in Denver. 

Rev. Caesar Donanzan, ACIM ex- 
ecutive secretary, visited Denver to 
assist in founding a local chapter of 
the organization. The Denver chap- 
ter is the 111th to be founded in the 
nation since ACIM was organized in 
1952 as a member agency of the Na- 
tional Catholic Resettlement Council. 

Father Donanzan said encourage- 
ment for founding of the local chap- 
ter came from Robert S. McCollum 
of Denver. McCollum is now serving 
as chief of migration and immigra- 
tion affairs for the State Depart- 
ment. 

“There is a great need to liberalize 
our restrictive immigration policies,” 
Father Donanzan said. “The present 
immigration system is based on the 
1920 census. America is basing im- 
migration on laws passed in 1924— 
laws which favored people of North- 
western Europe, residents of Great 
Britain, Ireland and the Scandina- 
vian countries. Residents of North- 
western Europe were favored with 
large quotas,” Father Donanzan said, 





“while Southern and Eastern Euro- 
pean countries, such as Italy and 
Greece, were given small quotas”... 

“Congress must enact laws in the 
near future which would allow for 
reallocation of unused quotas to Italy 
and other countries man-rich and 
land-poor who are allied with us in 
the common defense of democracy. 
It is no accident that Italy, the coun- 
try with the world’s most serious 
overpopulation problem, has the larg- 
est Communist Party in Western 
Europe,” the priest said. 

[The 1957 edition of the National 
Catholic Almanac claims that the 
population of Italy is 99.5% Roman 
Catholic.] 

“America needs skilled and un- 
skilled workers which Italy can sup- 
ply,” Father Donanzan said. “The 
lack of these workers stymies U. S. 
economic progress”... 

“We are hopeful Congress will act 
soon to take care of the needs of all 
countries by passing laws which 
would make possible immigration 
equality,” he added. 

The objectives of the Denver chap- 
ter, Father Donanzan said, are: 

An educational program to supply 
information to interested persons on 
immigration laws. 

Support of the nationwide pro- 
gram through local congressional 
contacts. 

Assistance in assurance of homes 
and jobs to immigrants. 


Rocky Mountain News, 
Feb. 17, 1958 


Shades of Peron 


President Fulgencio Batista today 
rejected a proposal by Roman Catho- 
lic Church leaders to form a national 
union government to end Cuba’s 
bloodshed. 

Although he did not refer directly 
to the church leaders’ appeal, Batista 
said in a statement he will continue 
to govern as he has in the past and 
“wait until the people choose freely 
their new chiefs” in the Presidential 
election June 1. 

AP, March 1, 1958 
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ls Latin America an eternal convert to Rome? 


A missionary to this land, connected with the Orient 


Crusades, gives his answer to this challenging question. 


Tue FOLLOWERS of Co- 
lumbus had two purposes when 
they forged their way across the 
mysterious Atlantic. They were 
interested in filling to overflow- 
ing the coffers of the European 
kings with gold from secret Indi- 
an mines, and at the same time, 
they were desirous of spreading 
the kingdom of God—which for 
them meant winning _ sun- 
darkened Indians to their “true 
church,” the Roman Church. 
They brought with them the 
Cross as well as the Sword. 

Conquest was relatively easy. 
They rode large four-footed 
beasts whose muscles rippled 
with super-human strength. They 
carried long, slender, hollowed- 
out noise-makers, and weapons of 
rapid destruction. 

The Indians were not usually 
attacked without first having the 
opportunity to become Chris- 
tians. The first white man to 
approach a new Indian village 
was the priest. He would inform 
the village chieftain that he and 
his people were heretics, and 
therefore worthy of death. 
Nevertheless, he came to bring 
them the good news of salvation. 
All that was required of the chief 
and his people was that they be 
converted to the Church. If they 
refused, just retribution would 
of necessity fall upon them. 

Consequently, thousands of 
idol-worshipers throughout the 
continent filed down to the rivers, 
lakes and streams and returned 
from the waters of baptism as 
“Christians.” The more obstinate 
suffered execution. One chieftain, 
given the opportunity of choos- 
ing either strangulation or burn- 
ing as a mode of death, exclaimed, 
“T don’t understand the god of 
the white man.” 


ENLARGED PANTHEON 


Back in their musty huts, the 
new converts added several new 
gods to their already existing god 
shelf, including of course the 


image of “El Cristo Moribundo,” 
the Dying Christ—the Crucifix. 
Also on the sacred shelf was the 
Mother of God, “La Virgen 
Maria.” Because of her motherly 
influence she could afford them 
quicker and surer entrance into 
her Son’s favor. Space was also 
allocated to one or more of the 
many patron saints. In spite of 
the fact that they were told by 
the new priests that old idols 
were to be destroyed, compliance 
was morally impossible. Had it 
not been these ancient gods who 
had protected and sustained them 
during past decades? Hence, in 
most cases their old gods were 
merely pushed into the back- 
ground. 

Polygamy was frowned upon. 
However, the gross transgres- 
sions of their conquistadores, and 
even of their white spiritual 
teachers, made the elevation of 
morality on the continent hardly 
discernible. 

Be that as it may, practically 
everybody was now a bona fide 
Christian. The old system of 
priesthood was superseded by 
the newer and more magnificent 
order. Devotion to Tonantzin, the 
former mother goddess, was 
transferred to the Blessed Vir- 
gin. Feast and fast days, prac- 
ticed by their pagan forefathers 
for centuries, were now in honor 
of the more noble European 
spirits. The gigantic feat of con- 
verting a continent had been ac- 
complished. Latin America was 
“Christian”! 


DECLINE AND 
FALLING AWAY 


Today, the Roman Church in 
Latin America candidly admits 
that her continental power is 
waning, even to the extent that 
it is estimated that only 10% of 
the entire population of South 
America attends mass regularly. 
The Roman clergy of Guatemala 
recently published a statement 
to the effect that Rome no longer 
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considers that Republic a Catho- 
lic country. 

What are the causes of this de- 
cline of Roman Catholic influ- 
ence? 


First of all, because of the 
empty rituals and an impersonal 
approach to God, multitudes who 
were initiated as infants into the 
faith of their fathers are today 
bored and unconcerned with that 
taith. 

Secondly, as a result of the 
promiscuity of certain elements 
within the ranks of the clergy, 
the masses have lost confidence 
in the holiness of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and hence in 
her divinity. 

And thirdly, with the entrance 
into the southern continent of 
new, liberal ideas from Europe 
and America, the fiat authority 
of the Roman Church has been 
challenged and found wanting. 

Is, then, Latin America today 
still to be considered Roman 
Catholic? Nominally—yes. De- 
voutly—no. Traditionally—yes. 
Fanatically—only in spots. 


THE HOPE OF 
LATIN AMERICA 


The woman-centered gospel of 
the Roman Church is not the 
message Christ gave His follow- 
ers. The hope of Latin America 
is the Lord Jesus Christ—cruci- 
fied, buried, but risen and seated 
at the right hand of the Majesty 
on High. 

Although there are hundreds, 
even thousands, of communities 
throughout the continent that do 
not have a clear, permanent Gos- 
pel witness, yet there has been 
an initial seed-sowing from the 
Rio Grande to Tierra del Fuego. 
This seed-sowing has given rise 
to a national evangelical Church. 
This Church is God’s instrument 
for further evangelization and 
edification. 

The Latin America branch of 
Orient Crusades enters into the 
labors of others. That is to say, 
we feel that God has called us 
into partnership with the exist- 
ing Latin American Church of 
Jesus Christ. Through pastors’ 
conferences, workers’ institutes, 
and local church campaigns, we 
seek to bless, edify and strength- 
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en that holy Body. Then, with 
the mobilized Church, we seek by 
evangelism, house-to-house visit- 
ation, open-air preaching, village 
meetings, and united city-wide 
campaigns to reach the teeming 
multitudes that are found on the 
hard pavements of modern cities 
and in the valleys and hills of 
that great continent. This evan- 
gelistic effort is enhanced and en- 
riched through an extensive Bible 





Correspondence Course, La Luz 
de la Vida (The Light of Life), 
as well as through a widely cir- 
culated evangelistic periodical, 
La Voz (The Voice). 

We believe that our mighty 
Saviour shall continue to build 
His Church with such effective- 
ness in Latin America that multi- 
tudes will be turned from Roman 
idols to serve the true and living 
God. Maranatha! 





Don Rutledge Photo, Rockvale, Tenn. 


This scene was photographed in central Mexico. The expression on some of these 
faces made the photographer aware that images do not bring peace, joy, security, 
nor salvation from sin. 
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SERVANTS WITH A VOTE 


Should Roman Catholics be 
allowed to vote? Father Hecker 
says: “The Roman Catholic is to 
wield his vote for the purpose of 
securing Catholic ascendency in 
this country.” 

Roman Catholics vote as serv- 
ants of the Pope, not as patriots. 
This was stated by Pius IX: “The 
Catholic religion, with all its 
votes, ought to be exclusively 
dominant in such sort that every 
other worship be banished and 
interdicted.”’ 

We are putting into Roman 
Catholic hands those potential 
ballots which will be, and are 
being, used against liberty. A 
theocracy controls them against 
which there is no_ protection. 
Emile DeLaveleye, the celebrated 
Belgian Liberal, has shown that 
an extended suffrage gives un- 
limited power to Rome in all those 
countries where her religion is 
the large mass of the people, and 
Gambetta’s last letter contained 
this: “Do not adopt universal suf- 
frage in your country; it will put 
you under the yoke of the clergy.” 


Abraham Lincoln said: “From 
the beginning of the war there 
has been, not a secret, but a public 
alliance between the Pope of 
Rome and Jefferson Davis. That 
alliance has followed the com- 
mon laws of the world’s affairs. 
The greater has led the smaller; 
the stronger has guided the weak- 
er. The Pope and his Jesuits have 
advised and directed Jefferson 
Davis on the land, from the first 
shot at Fort Sumter, by the de- 
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voted Roman Catholic Beaure- 
gard. They were helping him on 
the sea by guiding and support- 
ing the other rabid Roman Catho- 
lic, Pirate Semmes.” 


WARNINGS AND BLESSINGS 


The thought of assassination 
was ever present. Warnings came 
to him from friends in America 
and beyond the sea. Secretary 
Stanton placed guards about him, 
at the Soldier’s Home and at the 
White House. The President did 
not believe that these could secure 
him from harm. He lived with 
Christ and for men, and went on. 

The words of Deut. 3 :22-28 in 
the Bible made a profound im- 
pression upon his mind: “Ye shall 
not fear them: for the Lord your 
God he shall fight for you.” Then 
came the assurance that he was 
not to pass into the Canaan of 
peace. “Get thee up into the top 
of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes 
westward and northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and be- 
hold it with thine eyes; for thou 
shalt not go over this Jordan.” 

His drawing near to God did 
him good. It is what we are, not 
what we profess, that tells the 
story. As Abraham Lincoln drew 
near to God, the people drew near 
to him. No longer was he called 
the horrid names which once 
characterized the opposition press. 
The God in him was conquering 
the devil about him. Each morn- 
ing he gave a certain hour to 
reading the Scriptures and pray- 
er, and came forth from his room 
ready for duty, with that light 
shining in his face which glori- 
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fied Moses as he came down from 
the mount. This, while it made 
him friends with the soldiers and 
the people, maddened the Roman 
hierarchy. 


In the light of what was to 
come so soon, we delight to go 
back and read statements like 
the following: 


“When little Willie Lincoln 
died, the mind of the bereaved 
father was deeply affected by the 
thoughts of death. It was during 
the battle of Gettysburg that he 
shut himself up with God, and 
then such a sense of the presence 
of God and of his own unworthi- 
ness came to him and took pos- 
session of his soul, as to over- 
whelm him. From that day he 
dated his entrance into a new life. 
A Christian friend delighted to 
relate how, in the carriage, Mr. 
Lincoln begged the visitor to 
describe as clearly as_ possible 
what was the peculiar evidence 
which one might rely upon as as- 
surance that he had become a 
Christian.” 

The simple story, as furnished 
by John, was repeated. It was ex- 
plained that when a poor sinner, 
conscious that he could not save 
himself, looked to Jesus Christ, 
saw in his death a full atonement 
for the sinner’s sin, and believed 
that Christ’s death was accepted 
as a substitute for the sinner’s 
death, he felt himself to have 
been delivered from the Divine 
wrath, and to be at peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The President, in a tone of 
satisfaction, said: “That is just 
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the way I feel.” 
All this paved the way for 
what was to come. The war was 
over. The soldiers of the Con- 
federacy were going to rebuild 
their homes and to re-cultivate 
their fields, with blessings instead 
of cursings following them. Soup- 
houses had been placed for the 
starving at the base of flag-staffs, 
where the stars and bars had 
usurped the place belonging to 
the flag which is the ensign of 
hope for all lands and climes. 


MENACING SHADOWS 


Friday, the 14th of April, 
1865, had come. It was a memo- 
rable day in many ways. On this 
day, Beauregard had fired on 
Sumter. On this day, General 
Anderson, amid the thunder of 
cannon and the cheers of loyal 
hearts, had again raised the flag 
over the ruins of Sumter. 

Lincoln’s last day on earth is 
noteworthy. He had written to a 
friend that he was going to use 
precaution. He had said: “The Jes- 
uits are so expert in their deeds 
of blood, that Henry IV said it 
was impossible to escape them, 
and he became their victim, 
though he did all he could to pro- 
tect himself. My escape from their 
hands, since the letter of the Pope 
to Jefferson Davis has sharpened 
a million daggers, is more than a 
miracle.” 

He had breakfast with his son, 
Captain Robert S. Lincoln, who 
was on General Grant’s staff, hav- 
ing just returned from the capitu- 
lation of Lee, and the President 
passed a happy hour listening to 
all the details. At eleven o’clock 
he attended his last cabinet-meet- 
ing. When it was adjourned, Sec- 
retary Stanton said he felt that 
the Government was stronger 
than at any previous period since 
the Rebellion commenced. In his 
characteristic way, the President 
is said to have told them that 
some important news would soon 
come, as he had a dream of a ship 
sailing very rapidly, and had in- 
variably had that same dream be- 
fore great events in the war,— 
Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg. 


THE PLOT THICKENS 


The invitation for President 
and Mrs. Lincoln, General and 
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Mrs. Grant, Speaker Colfax and 
wife, to attend the theatre, is now 
known to have been a part of the 
plot. Lincoln, not because he loved 
the theatre or cared for the play, 
but to please the people and ob- 
tain needed rest, yielded to the 
persuasion of his wife, and to the 
sentiment which rules very large- 
ly the crowned heads of Europe, 
when the king goes to his box in 
the theatre that the people might 
see him and that he might see the 
people. 

General Grant did not go, nor 
did Mr. Colfax, and other invited 
guests. Mr. Lincoln, disappointed, 
rode around with his wife and 
invited Colonel Rathbun and his 
wife to seats with them. They 
accepted the invitation and saw 
the horrid deed performed. 

The box of the theatre was 
made ready for his assassination. 
John Wilkes Booth had _ been 
boasting for days in drunken 
moods of what he was to do. 
Though drinking to excess, he had 
united with the Roman Catholic 
Church and was plotting the 
murder of America’s noblest citi- 
zen with the Roman Catholic 
priests who instructed him and 
inducted him into their church, 
promising him protection and 
support in his nefarious crime. 

In the book of testimonies giv- 
en in the prosecution of the assas- 


details of the conspiracy were 
planned there and provided for. 
Booth was made to feel that he 
was the instrument of God in 
ridding the world of Lincoln. The 
day before his death, he wrote: 
“IT can never repent, though I 
hated to kill. Our country owed 
all her troubles to him, Lincoln, 
and God simply made me the 
instrument of his punishment.” 

So thought Ravillac, the assas- 
sin of Henry IV. Both were 
trained to believe that there was 
no sin in killing the enemy of 
the holy church and of the infal- 
lible Pope. 


THE CONSPIRATORS 


The evening came. The Presi- 
dent was sitting in his box in the 
theatre. He was resting in a rock- 
ing chair. A man entered the door 
of the lobby leading to the box. 
He closed the door behind him. 
He drew a pistol and shot the 
President in the back of his head. 
The shriek of Mrs. Lincoln pierc- 
ed the ears of all. Booth leaped 
upon the stage, brandishing a 
dagger, saying, “Sic semper 
tyrannis.”” His horse at the door 
was held by a Roman Catholic. 
He leaped upon it and rode away. 

Proof that Rome directed the 
arm of J. Wilkes Booth is seen 
from the following facts: 





sins of Lincoln, published by Ben 
Pitman, and in the two volumes 
of the trial of John Surratt, 1867, 
we have the legal and irrefutable 
proof that Rome directed the 
movements of Booth; that the 
plot was matured in the house of 


Mary Surratt, 561 H_ Street, 
Washington, D.C.; that Father 
Lehiman, a priest, made her house 
his home; that Father Wiget and 
other priests were constantly go- 
ing in and out; and that all the 








First,—The house of Mrs. 
Surratt, a Roman Catholic where 
the plot was laid, swarmed with 
priests. 

Second,—The Mr. Lloyd, who 
kept the carbine which Booth 
wanted for protection, was a Ro- 
man Catholic. 

Third,—Dr. Mudd, who set the 
leg of Booth, was a Roman Catho- 
lic, 

Fourth,—Garrett, in whose 
barn Booth took refuge and where 
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UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY... 


offered by Christian organization in South- 
ern California for editorial secretary with 
journalistic experience or training. Must 
know shorthand and have thorough knowl- 
edge of English. Proficient stenographer 
also needed. Send resume of pertinent ex- 
perience, including Christian background, to 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
369 Carpenter Avenue 
Sea Cliff, New York 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
CONSIDERED 


by cooperative publisher who offers authors 
early publication, higher royalty, national dis- 
tribution, and beautifully designed books. All 
subjects welcomed. 


Write, or send your manuscript directly. 


GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS 
Attn. Mr. Gwynn 489 Fifth Ave., N. Y., N. Y. 


DID MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS 
DIE WITHOUT SEEING THE BIBLE? 


According to widespread advertising by the 
Knights of Columbus, Catholic fraternal order, 
the church enjoyed its golden age without the 
Bible. Is the Bible unnecessary? Is it incom- 
plete? How can we prove that the Bible is the 
sole guide for our faith? 
ead the answer in: 

The Bible and the Church, Which Came First? 
Oliver W. Price has added six chapters to a 
popular series used in The Times forming a 


new book of 112 pages for $1 suitable for dis- 
tribution to Catholics. Order from the author, 


Box 9081 Oklahoma City 15, Okla. 
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McGUFFEY'S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set 
of the original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has 
——— been located, and reprints of these 
grand old readers have now been completed. 
Each reader is custom made from plates used 
in the 1879 revised edition . . . same type and 
binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low 
prices: 


Ist Reader..... $2.25 4th Reader..... $3.25 
2nd Reader..... $2.50 5th Reader..... $3.50 
3rd Reader..... $2.75 ' 6th Reader..... $3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders!!! 
Old Authors Dept.CO-58 Rowan, lowa 
XXXXXXXXIKXIXEIIIIXIIXIIIIIY 





STOP SMOKING! 
BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 


The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
you to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
Tobacco Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
get your money back and no questions asked. 
Postpaid only $1.00. 





NEW LIFE Dept. CO-56 Rowan, lowa 
Read... 
“Fifty Years in the Church 
of Rome" 
by Father Chiniquy 
472 pp. $3.75 


Order from your bookstore 
or direct from 


Christ's Mission Book Department 
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he was shot, was a Roman Catho- 
lic. 

Fifth,—All the conspirators, 
says General Baker, the great 
detective, were attending Roman 
Catholic services, or were educa- 
ted as Roman Catholics. 

Sixth,—Priests sheltered and 
spirited away John Surratt, and 
Pope Pius IX gave him a place 
among his guards. 

Seventh,—The plot was known 
as far away as St. Joseph, Minne- 
sota, forty miles from a railroad 
and more than eighty miles from 
a telegraph. Rev. F. A. Conwell, 
late chaplain of a Minnesota regi- 
ment, was told at that place at 
six p.m. on April 14th, the night 
of the assassination, by the pur- 
veyor of the monastery filled with 
priests, that President Lincoln 
and Secretary Seward had been 
killed, four hours before the deed 
was attempted. How was _ it 
known? There is but one answer. 

The conspiracy which cost 
Abraham Lincoln his life was re- 
solved upon by the priests of 
Washington and communicated to 
priests in far-away St. Joseph. 
Charles Boucher, a _ priest in 
Canada, swears that John Sur- 
ratt was sent to him by Father 
Lefierre, the canon of the bishop 
of Montreal. For months he con- 
cealed him, and then shipped him 
to Rome. Why? Because it was 
in the bond. They promised the 
murderers protection on earth, 
so far as they could give it to 
them, and a crown in heaven if 
they died in the attempt. 

Eighth,—The rejoicing of Ro- 
man Catholics at the outset and 
until they saw their peril. Mrs. 
Surratt, the day after the murder, 
said, without being rebuked, in 
the presence of several witnesses ; 
“The death of Abraham Lincoln 
is no more than the death of any 
nigger in the army.” 


ROME NEVER CHANGES 


Why was not more made of it? 
Cowardice explains it all. Fear 
was on every side. The leaders 
declared, We are just through 
with one war; if we make an at- 
tack on the Roman Catholic 
Church and hang a few of their 
priests, who could be proven 
guilty of participating in the plot, 
a religious war would be the re- 





sult. Nothing would have been 
easier than to prove the criminali- 
ty of the priests, but this was 
carefully avoided, from the begin- 
ning to the end of the trial. When 
their eyes were opened to their 
peril, the fear of the priests was 
pitiable. Jesuitism, with the tread 
of a panther and the cunning of a 
sleuthhound, shrank away, and 
hid from sight for the time. Alas! 
politicians seemed smitten with 
the same dread. 

Father Chiniquy declared that, 
when, not long after the execu- 
tion of the murderers, he went 
incognito to Washington to begin 
his investigations about the true 
and real authors of the deed, he 
was not a little surprised to see 
that not a single one of the men 
connected with the Government 
to whom he addressed himself 
would consent to have any talk 
with him on the matter, except 
after he had given his word of 
honor that he would never men- 
tion their names in connection 
with the result of the investiga- 
tion. He says: “I saw with pro- 
found distress that the influence 
of Rome was almost supreme in 
Washington. I could not find a 
single statesman who would dare 
to face the nefarious influence 
and fight it down.” 

This was the policy of Lincoln. 
On this rock his bark struck, and 
went down. 

The Church of Rome that 
assassinated President Lincoln is 
in our midst, unchanged in spirit 
and in purpose. Upon the Ameri- 
can people devolve fearful re- 
sponsibilities. There are certain 
things we can do: 


First,—We can tell the truth 
about Roman Catholicism. 

Second,—We can tell the truth 
to Roman Catholics. 

Third,—We can hold America 
for Americans. 


Had Abraham Lincoln voiced 
the utterance, it would have made 
him the evangel that would have 
carried hope to the millions of 
earth. The work he left undone 
we must undertake, and then shall 
Romanism find here a_ grave, 
while above shall tower the hardy 
trunk from whose wide branches 
shall hang fruits to fill the gar- 
ners of hope. 
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Put Christ... 


(Continued from page 138) 


It is line upon line, precept upon 
precept, day by day and hour by 
hour. Every sensible parent real- 
izes it takes time and patience to 
comply with these divinely given 
instructions, but our diligence will 
be well rewarded in the end. 

Next, as parents we need to 
give serious thought to the matter 
of parental discipline. 

Someone asked a farmer how he 
was able to produce such beauti- 
ful sheep. His reply was a classic 
for parents: “I take care of the 
lambs.”’ Taking care of lambs in- 
volves more than merely feeding 
them day by day. Every shepherd 
realizes that certain disciplinary 
processes need to be pursued if 
his lambs are to become the kind 
of sheep he desires. 

The problem of discipline is a 
difficult one and calls for careful 
and prayerful consideration, es- 
pecially in the light of God’s 
Word. I know full well that the 
methods of child-training have 
undergone many radical changes 
within the past few years. The 
method of self-determination has 
been substituted for the old and 
outmoded method prescribed by 
Solomon. The modern theory is 
that a child should not be restrict- 
ed or restrained, but must be al- 
lowed to do his own choosing. 
Corporal punishment has_ been 
ruled out likewise and is looked 
upon as a relic of the dark ages. 
God said, ‘‘Chasten thy son while 
there is hope, and let not thy soul 
spare for his crying” (Prov. 
19:18). 

The chastening of children on 
the part of their parents must 
be the correct method of dealing 
with them since it is the method 
pursued by our heavenly Father 
for the well-being of His children. 
“. . . My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of 
him: for whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. If 
ye endure chastening, God dealeth 
with you as with sons; for what 
son is he whom the father chasten- 
eth not? But if ye be without 
chastisement whereof all are par- 
takers, then are ye bastards, and 
not sons” (Heb. 12:5-8). God 
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Himself sets the example and re- 
veals the nature of discipline. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Chil- 
dren, obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right. Honor thy 
father and mother; which is the 
first commandment with promise; 
that it may be well with thee, and 
thou mayest live long on the 
earth” (Eph. 6:1-3). To deprive 
children of that discipline which 
will bring them to the place of 
obedience is to do them irrepar- 
able harm for time and eternity. 
Someone has well said, “If more 
of our boys wore stripes while 
children, fewer of them would 
be wearing stripes after they got 
to be men.” 

Theodore Roosevelt once said, 
“If you are going to do anything 
permanent for the average man, 
you must begin before he is a 
man. The chance of success lies 
with working with the boy and 
not the man.” 

A boy was asked why a certain 
tree in the garden was crooked. 
He replied by saying, “I suppose 
somebody must have stepped on 
it when it was a little fellow.” We 
are not to hamper nor pamper 
our children, but we are to deal 
wisely with them and, when 
necessary, discipline them for 
their own good as well as for the 
glory of the One who entrusted 
them to us. Far better would it 
be to spoil any possession we have 
than to spoil the child. I believe 
most thoughtful parents’ will 
agree with me that the present 
generation is the only unspanked 
generation in history, hence a 
generation headed for plenty of 
trouble. The real difficulty behind 
an impudent, disobedient child 
is in the parents who have failed 
to bring up their child as God has 
commanded in His Word. 

Christian parents will accept 
the challenge of instructing chil- 
dren in prayer privately and 
through family devotions. Chris- 
tian living will be the expected 
thing first of parents and then 
of children. 

It is a grave responsibility to 
be a Mom or Dad. It is a wonder- 
ful privilege, too; and it will be 
a most blessed experience for the 
parents who, with Joshua, say, 
“As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” 4 











LAND OF THE 
PILGRIMS' PRIDE 


As though supremely confident of 
the outcome, Fordham University is 
going ahead with its plans for a Lin- 
coln Square campus, and the city of 
New York has assumed title to the 
area in preparation for transfer of a 
large tract to the Jesuit institution. 
The legality of the proposed action, 
which has not yet been decided by 
the courts, is being protested by a 
citizens committee on the grounds 
that it violates the principle of sep- 
aration of Church and State. The 
committee is composed of tenants 
and property owners who are affected 
and is represented by Harris L. 
Present. 

If the courts uphold the right of 
the city to sell tax-subsidized lands 
to the Roman Catholic institution, 
they will set a dangerous precedent 
and pave the way for further abuses 
and the ultimate breaking down and 
nullifying of the First Amendment 
of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Other results beneficial to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church will be the di- 
rect subsidizing of the relocation 
of St. Matthews Roman Catholic 
Church, of land for a new rectory, a 
parochial school, and a convent. At 
the same time, the city of New York 
will no longer be able to collect real 
estate taxes on the property, and the 
State of New York will be out the 
cost of a new armory, as the 212th 
Coast Artillery Armory will have to 
be torn down and relocated in order 
to make room for Fordham’s down- 
town campus. All this—also at the 
taxpayers’ expense, federal, state and 
local—is incidental to the main is- 
sue, which is whether Fordham Uni- 
versity will be permitted to acquire 
land at five or six dollars per square 
foot for which the city of New York 
must pay more than twenty dollars 
per square foot, and for which the 
Federal Government will reimburse 
the city for the greater part of its 
loss in the transaction. 

Attorney Present has warned that 
he will take the case to the Supreme 
Court if necessary. 

It would be interesting to know 
just what pressures were brought to 
bear to influence the decision that 
this same land and location would be 
highly undesirable for a centrally 
located downtown campus for a State 
university, such a short time before 
the present plans for redevelopment 
of the property were announced. 
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It has always been my understand- 
ing that Roman Catholics are dis- 
couraged from reading the Bible, 
yet recently I read that Catholics 
are distributing Bibles in hospitals 
and I often see advertisements for 
Catholic Bibles in the papers. Are 
Roman Catholics encouraged to 
read the Bible by their priests? 
Do the early church fathers, who 
are claimed by the Roman Church 
as belonging to her alone, say any- 
thing about the reading of the 
Scriptures ? 


Because of the pressure of 
Protestant influence in our 
country, the traditional Roman 
Catholic ban on the reading of the 
Scriptures has been lifted here. 
However, it still obtains wher- 
ever Roman Catholicism is free 
from the Protestant example. 


As for the teaching of the early 
fathers, the following are repre- 
sentative: 


St. Jerome: “We know that the 
reading of the Old and New 
Testaments and the understand- 
ing of the Scriptures are the ways 
of the Lord.” (Commentariorum 
Hieronymi) 


St. Cyril of Jerusalem: ‘“‘Not even 
the least of the divine and holy 
mysteries of the faith ought to 
be handed down without the 
divine Scriptures . . . Do not 
simply believe me who tells you 
these things, unless you receive 
the proof of the things which are 
told from the divine Scriptures. 
For the preservation of our faith 
does not proceed from ingenuity 
of speech, but from the demon- 
stration of the divine Scriptures.” 
(Oxoniae) 


St. Basil: “For it is both suitable 
and essential that everyone should 
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learn what is needful from the 
Holy Scriptures both for the full 
certainty of godliness, and in 
order not to be accustomed to hu- 
man traditions.” (Regulae) 


St. Chrysostom: “And this I al- 
ways exhort, and will not cease 
to exhort, that you not only at- 
tend to the things which are there 
spoken, but that also when you 
are at home you diligently apply 
to the reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and this I have never ceased 
continually to inculcate upon 
those who are with me in private 
.. . For as soon as anyone has 
touched the Gospel it immediately 
changes the disposition of his 
mind, and withdraws him from 
worldly things, and this from the 
sight of it only. But if a diligent 
reading be added to this, in like 
manner as in sacred sanctuaries, 
the soul which is perfect is thus 
purified and improved, God him- 
self conversing with it through 
those Scriptures. 


“But what, they say, if we 
should not understand the things 
which are contained in them? 
Well, even if you should not 
understand the things which are 
contained in them, much sancti- 
fication proceeds from the very 
reading. Besides, it is impossible 
that you should be equally ignor- 
ant of everything. For this cause, 
the grace of the Spirit ordained 
that publicans, and tent makers, 
and shepherds, and goatherds, 
and simple and unlearned men 
should compose these Books, that 
none of the common people might 
be able to fly to this pretence, 
and that the things which are said 
should be intelligible to all, so 
that the artisan and the domestic, 
and the widow, and the most un- 





learned of all men might gain and 
profit by hearing. 


“For they who in the begin- 
ning were deemed worthy of the 
grace of the Spirit, did not com- 
pose all these things for vain 
glory, after the fashion of the 
Gentiles, but for the salvation of 
the hearers. For the philosophers 
who are separate from us, and 
the authors not seeking the com- 
mon good, but only considering 
how they themselves might be 
applauded if they said anything 
that was useful, as it were in the 
person of some priest, concealed 
it in a covenanted obscurity. 


“But the Apostles and Prophets 
did the very reverse; for they 
made their sayings clear and 
manifest to all, as being the com- 
mon teachers of the habitable 
world, so that everyone by read- 
ing only might himself learn the 
things that were said. And this 
the Prophet declared foretelling, 
‘For all shall know me from the 
least of them even to the greatest, 
saith the Lord.’ (Jer. 31:34) And 
Paul says, ‘And I, brethren, when 
I came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony 
of God.’ (I Cor. 2:1) And again: 
‘My speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power.’ (I Cor. 
ae 

“For to whom are not all things 
in the Gospel manifest? For who 
that hears that the meek are 
blessed, that the pure in heart are 
blessed, and all other things of 
this sort can want a teacher in 
order to learn what is said? And 
the things which relate to the 
signs and wonders, and history, 
are they not intelligible to any- 
one? 

“This is an excuse and pre- 
tence, and the veil of sloth. You 
don’t understand the things which 
are contained in the Scriptures? 
But how can you even under- 
stand them, who will not even 
look into them? Take the Book 
in your hand, read the whole his- 
tory, and retaining the things 
which are intelligible, frequently 
run over those which are obscure, 
and if, by perseverance in read- 
ing, you cannot find out what is 
said, go to one who is wiser than 
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yourself, go to a teacher, converse 
with him concerning the things 
that are said, manifest great 
eagerness, and if God shall behold 
you using such eagerness, He will 
not overlook your vigilance and 
care; and even if men should not 
teach you what you seek, He will 
completely reveal it to you. Call 
to mind the Eunuch of the Queen 
of the Ethiopians, who, being a 
barbarian, hedged in with a 
thousand cares, and surrounded 
on all sides by multifarious busi- 
ness, when he did not understand 
what he read, nevertheless read 
whilst he sat in his chariot... 


“Philip is not now present. But 
the Spirit who moved Philip [to 
enlighten the Eunuch] is present. 
Beloved, let us not despise our 
salvation. All these things are 
written for us, for our admoni- 
tion, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come. The reading of 
the Scriptures is a great safe- 
guard against sinning; ignorance 
of the Scriptures is a great preci- 
pice and a profound deep. 

“To know nothing of the divine 
Law is a great betrayal of salva- 
tion. This also has given birth 
to heresies; this also has intro- 
duced corrupt living; this has sub- 
verted all things. For it is im- 
possible that anyone who con- 
stantly enjoys the reading of the 
Scriptures with diligence should 
depart unprofited.” (De Lozaro) 


I have been told that the Roman 
Church claims Christ intended that 
the nations should be converted 
through preaching alone. Is_ this 
true? 


This is not only a sophism 
but an unwarranted assumption 
on the part of the Roman Church, 
for Jesus never said that to any- 
one. It was not by preaching 
alone, nor by the Bible alone, that 
nations were to be converted, but 
by both together. As fast and as 
far as the successive portions of 
the New Testament became ac- 
cessible, they went with and fol- 
lowed up the living voice of the 
preacher. This was the very pur- 
pose for which they were written. 

St. Luke says: “Forasmuch as 
many have taken in hand to set 
forth in order a narration of 
those things that have been ac- 
complished among us; according 
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as they have delivered them unto 
us, who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word; it seemed good to me also, 
having diligently attained to all 
things from the beginning, to 
write to thee in order, most 
excellent Theophilus, that thou 
mayest know the verity of those 
words in which thou hast been 
instructed.” (Luke 1:1-4) 


It is plain, then, that the office 
of Scripture was to authenticate 
the spoken word, to fix tradition, 
and hand it down in a safe chan- 
nel instead of trusting such a 
priceless deposit to the treacher- 
ous memory of successive genera- 
tions. 


My Roman Catholic friend claims 
that the Jews never settled religious 
controversies by a private appeal 
to the Word of God. How can I 


answer this argument ? 


Jesus belonged to the Jewish 
race and He settled all questions 
on faith and morals by a private 
appeal to the Scriptures. On 
numerous occasions Jesus replied 
to those Jews who sought to trap 
Him on theological questions that 
they should “search the Scrip- 
tures.” See John 5:39, 


The Apostle Paul, too, another 
Jew, regarded the Jews at Berea 
as more noble than those in Thes- 
salonica because they “daily 
searched the Scriptures, whether 
those things were so.” (Acts 
17:11) 


Are Roman Catholic authorities 
correct in saying that Jesus Him- 
self never wrote a line of Scrip- 
ture? 


They stand contradicted by 
their own theology. According to 
Roman Catholic dogmatic theol- 
ogy, when God works “ab extra” 
(i.e., in the external order of 
creation) all the Persons of the 
Trinity, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, participate. The 
inspired written word of Scrip- 
ture is a work “ab extra.” Conse- 
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quently, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit participated in 
the writing of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Thus Roman Catholic au- 
thorities are wrong in saying that 
Christ, the Son, the second Per- 
son of the Trinity, never wrote 
a line of Scripture. 


St. Jerome substantiates this 
with the following remark: “As 
the Apostle wrote, so did the 
Lord, that is, He spoke through 
His Gospels, not so that a few 
might understand, but all men.” 
(Jerome, Commentary on Psalm 
86. Italics added.) 


In reading a Roman Catholic 
volume on church history, I learned 
that up to the sixteenth century 
it was a thing unknown for people 
to be guided by the “dead letter 
of the law” (their expression) in 
civil and ecclesiastical matters. Is 
this true? 


In the Middle Ages, it is true 
that people did not appeal to the 
“dead letter of the law” to settle 
civil and ecclesiastical matters, 
because they were not free to do 
so. Since, in those days, the 
Church and State were united, 
a crime against the Church was 
considered a crime against the 
State, and vice versa. In medieval 
times, the people simply had to 
obey the dictates of Church and 
State regarding civil and ecclesi- 
astical disputes. They had no re- 
course to the Bible. One who 
offended the Church was handed 
over to the State to be dealt with 
as a criminal and a traitor. 

When Roman Catholic authori- 
ties label the Bible “‘a dead letter,” 
they plainly demonstrate that 
they are no lovers of the Bible, 
the Holy Scripture. The Bible is 
far from being “‘a dead letter.” In 
fact, it is the “Word of life.” “It 
is the Spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words 
that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.’ (John 
6:63) “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 
In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men.” (John 
1:1-4) ® 
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Answer to a Threat 


Dear Sir: The following letter 
was sent to the Honorable E. H. 
Howell, judge of the Circuit Court 
of Oregon, Canyon City, Oregon, 
in response to his letter which 
appeared in the January issue of 
your magazine. 


M. NOVELLA 
Miami, Florida 


(Copy) 


Your Honor: Your letter to the 
editor of the CONVERTED CATH- 
OLIC has made me very sad, for 
here is a judge, a dispenser of 
justice ..., a representative and 
watcher of our freedom and 
democratic systems, threatening 
to do all you can to suppress a 
magazine just because you dis- 
agree with what it says. Evident- 
ly you have not studied our 
American history. If I had the 
power I would sentence you to 
read and study Jefferson and 
Lincoln and to learn by heart the 
struggle of Zender for a free 
press. 


Surely a judge ought to know 
that “there are no regulations 
requiring you to accept publica- 
tions to which you have not sub- 
scribed.” You can always throw 
them in the waste basket without 
reading them. Your intolerant 
attitude is really disturbing be- 
cause I believe you are a Cath- 
olic, and therefore it reflecis 
the attitude of the Catholic 
Church, whose record of in- 
tolerance, murder, machiavellism, 
greed for power, totalitarianism, 
and cruelty has not been equaled 
by any other church or organiza- 
tion. If you think that I exagger- 
ate, just ... demand that I docu- 
ment my accusations. 

I surely am glad that the proba- 
bilities of my coming before your 
court are...slim... 
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* Views and opinions ex- 
pressed in this depart- 
ment do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint 


of this magazine. 





Having studied for the priest- 
hood I know the nature and aims 
of the Catholic Church, and I 
agree fully with the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. The Catholic Church 
is the most serious threat to our 
freedom and democracy, and it 
is a good thing for America that 
somebody is playing Paul Revere, 
only a worse enemy than the 
British are coming, not by land 
or by sea, but right from among 
us. The Catholic Church would 
have no scruples even to incite 
a civil war, as she did in Spain, 
if that would give her complete 
power over America... 


M. NOVELLA 


Jesus’ Brothers 


Dear Sir: You are un- 
doubtedly aware of the furor 
created in Catholic circles when, 
on a television quiz program a 
few months ago, a contestant was 
asked to name the brothers of 
Jesus, and I believe did so cor- 
rectly. This caused considerable 
bewilderment among listening 
Catholics, many of whom wrote 
to Catholic magazines and news- 
papers for an explanation. These 
publications, such as the February 
issue of the Catholic Digest, took 
issue with the master-of-cere- 
monies on the program, demand- 
ing a retraction, and published 
their version of the events in the 
New Testament concerning Jesus 
and His brethren. 


My question is this: Does the 
Catholic Church believe that cer- 
tain Old Testament psalms are 
Messianic and predictive of 
Christ? If so, I believe that it 
can be shown beyond any doubt 
that the mother of Jesus had 
other children. In any discussion 
with Catholics their defense al- 
ways is that the word “brothers” 
or “brethren” means “cousin” or 








other relative. I grant that this 
is possible. Our Sunday School 
teacher, who has been in Africa 
for several years as a missionary, 
said that when one is with a na- 
tive and another man approaches, 
he might say, “That man is my 
brother,” meaning of his clan, or 
his village, or his tribe, and one 
would have to question him 
further to find out if he was his 
blood brother, in which case he 
would say, “We are of the same 
mother.” 


I have read many discussions 
of this subject and its possible 
explanations, such as Lightfoot’s 
thirty-five-page article in his 
Commentary on Galatians, but 
nowhere does he touch on the fol- 
lowing proof which seems to me 
to be incontrovertible. 


First: Certain psalms are Mes- 
sianic. Christ says so. Luke 24:44: 
“And he said unto them, These 
are the words which I spake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law 
of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning 
me.” 


Second: Which psalms are Mes- 
sianic? The apostle John refers 
to Psalm 69:9: “And his disciples 
remembered that it was written, 
The zeal of thine house hath eat- 
en me up.” The apostle Paul re- 
fers to the same psalm and the 
same verse in Romans 15:3: “For 
even Christ pleased not himself; 
but, as it is written, The re- 
proaches of them that reproached 
thee fell on me.” 


Third: Since Psalm 69:9 refers 
to Christ, certainly the verse just 
before that one refers to Him also, 
since the same one is speaking. 
It reads as follows (verse 8): 
“T am become a stranger unto my 
brethren.” 

“Yes,” says the Catholic, “but 
the word ‘brethren’ does not mean 
‘blood-brother’ but ‘cousin’ or 
other relative.” 

Perhaps—but let us finish the 
verse: “ . and an alien unto 
my mother’s children.” 

This word translated ‘“‘chil- 
dren” is the Hebrew word “ben,” 
which occurs hundreds of times 
in the Old Testament and is trans- 
lated about half of the time as 
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“children” and the rest of the 
time as “son” or “sons”. I do not 
have a Catholic Bible at hand, but 
the King James version says 
“mother’s children,” the Revised 
Version “mother’s children,” Fen- 
ton “mother’s son,” Goodspeed 
“mother’s sons,” and Young 
“sons of my mother.” 

This one clause in Psalm 69:8 
seems to my mind to clinch the 
matter and prove beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that where the 
word “brethren” is used in speak- 
ing of the Lord’s brothers, it 
means other children of Mary, 
the mother of Jesus. 


CHAUNCEY L. ZIEBARTH 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


e The new Latin version author- 
ized by Pope Pius XII: ‘mother’s 
sons.”’ 


Trends in America 


Dear Sir: ...I1 fully realize all 
you say about the growth of Ro- 
man Catholicism in the last few 
years. It has certainly grown 
here in Rhode Island, and our 
small state is literally dotted all 
over with churches, convents and 
schools, which of course pay no 
taxes ...I1 also am sending a 
newspaper picture of a nun danc- 
ing at a party in Pawtucket, R. L., 
since you have shown a picture 
of nuns shooting. These show how 
the nuns are being allowed more 
liberty: we have overheard a 
Catholic woman saying the girls 
do not want to be nuns these days. 

Riverside was formerly pre- 
dominantly Protestant and Re- 
publican. It is now the opposite, 
I fear. About thirteen years ago 
the Catholics managed by various 
means to get one of our public 
schools to use as their parochial 
school and had the use of it for 
$1.00 per year all that time, thus 
causing the public school pupils 
to crowd into other schools, in 
some cases making two sessions 
necessary. 

Just about a year ago, they 
built a large modern school next 
to the church. The old school has 
since been torn down and the lot 
made into a parking lot. At the 
time when the public school was 
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transferred to the Catholics, I 
went to see the president of the 
school committee and protested 
such action, but he said it was 
necessary. Since it was war time, 
no one was alarmed at the idea. 
Last July the church was partly 
burned in a midnight fire in which 
not one window was broken, not 
even the large stained glass one 
in the peak of the roof. A young 
Protestant fireman lost his life 
through inhaling smoke in the 
basement. At that time, it was 
stated that nothing could be done 
until Bishop McVinney returned 
from abroad, but nothing has been 
done all this time except to close 
the holes in the roof. Meanwhile, 
all services are being held in the 
large assembly hall of the school. 
Since many of their parishioners 
had previously said they needed 
a new church, there are some per- 
sons who think the fire was in- 
tentional... 

HELEN D. BRIDGFORD 
Riverside, Rhode Island 


The Hollow Tree 


Dear Sir: On a recent trip 
through the realm of our 
“Spanish” and “early American” 
neighbors just south of the bor- 
der, we stood silently in front of a 
new cathedral in a city neither 
first nor third in its size. The 
structure, made of stone locally 
cut, is not large, and is still 
partially unfinished; yet it is the 
most beautiful example of con- 
temporary Gothic effort in the 
Western world. It could almost be 
described as “out of this world.” 
It is said to be even more beauti- 
ful inside, but of that I cannot 
speak. The doors were open, and 
though humble worshipers were 
passing from the morning sun- 
shine outside into the gloom with- 
in, I remained outside on the 
steps with the beggars, awaiting 
other members of my party. 

As I stood there, my mind 
leaped back through the years to 
a short-time associate. He was 
middle-aged, college trained, a 
Boston Irishman born in _ the 
shadow of Beacon Hill. He had 
studied to become a Jesuit, lower- 
ed his sights to a more humble 
grade of priest, and then failed to 
make even that riffle. But he had 
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been to Rome, and like a Crusad- 
er back from Jerusalem, in his 
more serious moments he was im- 
partially frank. 


“The Roman Catholic Church,” 
said he, “‘is an old hollow bay tree. 
Each spring it leafs out, fresh 
and green, and scattered branches 
even bloom. But here growth 
stops. Thus it continues through 
its last spring, until the dry rot 
has reached its bark. 

“Thus is all inspiration and in- 
ner meaning long since gone out 
from the Roman Catholic Church. 
The hierarchy exists only for the 
power it can wield and the gain 
that accrues to itself to that end. 
The Jesuits have long known as 
much, and their initiates in the 
Western world are so informed, 
and thereby forearmed for the 
struggle. Can the hollow trunk, 
I ask you, be reinforced with con- 
crete?” 

DoNALD S. MACNEAL 


Towanda, Pennsylvania 
, 


Modernist Muddle 


Dear Sir: ...I1 ran across a copy 
of your magazine for the month 
of February. I read _ several 
articles with much interest, for 
I too have come out of the “‘anti- 
Christ,” the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

In your Open Forum section I 
read the letter of condemnation 
that a Mr. Herzog Emmert von 
Baden of Washington, D.C., wrote 
you. His... letter could not help 
but find many sympathizers 
among the educated and tolerant 
modernists who have time to 
study everything but God’s Word. 
If this person would study God’s 
Holy Word he would find there 
[reference to] an enemy that 
would make Communism shrink 
into insignificance. 

He speaks of your trying to 
divide our beloved country, while 
the very system that he defends 
is unceasingly trying to under- 
mine our form of government. 

I say to Mr. von Baden, Turn 
to God’s Word and find there the 
support for your beliefs! If it is 
not there, then the system you 
support is false... 

Louris WELK 
El Cajon, California 
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“Excellent speech becometh not a fool: much less do lying lips a prince.” — 


Prov. 17:7 


Chureh Over State 


“That principle which Leo XIII so 
clearly established must be laid down 
at the outset here, namely, that there 
resides in Us [the Pope] the right 
and duty to pronounce with supreme 
authority upon social and economic 
matters ... She [the Roman Church] 
can in no wise renounce the duty 
God has entrusted to her to interpose 
her authority...” (p. 607) 

“Once it is clearly established that 
the Church has, through her apostles 
and disciples acting in their respec- 
tive spheres for their own proper ob- 
jectives, the duty—and therefore the 
right —to attempt to mold social 
pressures in the community to make 
them favorable to Christian living, 
the problem of means naturally 
arises... 

“The problem is not made any the 
easier by the fact that action which 
is designed conscientiously and re- 
alistically to influence social pres- 
sures and conditions is very often 
social action, economic action and po- 
litical action... 

“Action in the political field may 
seek to influence legislation and reg- 
ulations at the municipal, State or 
Federal level. The difficulty concern- 
ing means is greatest when political 
action is involved; yet if we are to 
be realistic, we must admit that very 
few of these problems can be solved 
without involving the action of gov- 
ernments, whether through legisla- 
tion, administrative action, or at the 
international level, diplomatic ac- 
tion.” (pp. 644, 645) 


The Catholic Mind, 
November 1956 


Setting the Seene 
for °Sixty 


Addressing a Knights of Columbus 
banquet in Chicago at which seven 
hundred men were invested with the 
Fourth Degree in that Roman Catho- 
lic laymen’s fraternity, U. S. Repre- 
sentative and House majority leader 
John W. McCormack, a staunch Ro- 
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man Catholic, declared that member- 
ship in the Roman Church would no 
longer be a barrier to any candidate 
in a Presidential race. It was his al- 
legation that “throughout history 
the Doctors of the Catholic Church 
have denounced the ‘Divine Right of 
Kings.’ The doctrines of the church 
are not in conflict with the demo- 
cratic principles of civil rule.” 


The Official Attitude 


“Of all the advice that we can of- 
fer your holiness we must open your 
eyes well and use all possible force 
in the matter, namely, to permit the 
reading of the gospel as little as pos- 
sible in all the countries under your 
jurisdiction. Let the very little part 
of the gospel suffice which is usually 
read in mass, and let no one be per- 
mitted to read more. So long as peo- 
ple will be content with the small 
amount, your interest will prosper; 
but as soon as the people want to 
read more, your interest will fail. 
The Bible is the book, which more 
than any other, has raised against us 
the tumults and tempests by which 
we have almost perished. In fact, if 
one compares the teachings of the 
Bible with what takes place in our 
churches, he will soon find discord, 
and will realize that our teachings 
are often different from the Bible, 
and oftener still, contrary to it.” 

The above quotation is taken from 
an address by the cardinals to Pope 
Pius III, a copy of which is pre- 
served in the National Library of 
Paris, Folio No. 1068, Vol. 2, pages 
650, 651. 

20th Century Christian, 
April 1955 


The Attitude in Ameriea 


Pope Pius XII, in his preface to 
the New American Catholic Edition 
of the Bible, bearing the imprimatur 
of Francis Cardinal Spellman, ex- 
horts Roman Catholics in the United 
States to read the Bible: 

“With all our energy we ought to 








lead back all men to Our most merci- 
ful Redeemer. He is the divine Con- 
soler of the afflicted. To rulers and 
subjects alike He teaches lessons of 
true holiness, unimpeachable justice 
and generous charity. He alone can 
be the stable foundation and support 
of peace and tranquility. ‘For other 
foundation no man can lay but that 
which is laid: which is Christ Jesus.’ 

“Of this Author of salvation, who 
is Christ, men will enjoy fuller 
knowledge. They will conceive a more 
ardent love for Him. They will imi- 
tate with greater fidelity the exam- 
ples He has given. They will apply 
themselves more devoutly to know 
and to meditate on the Sacred Scrip- 
tures and particularly the New Tes- 
tament, for, as St. Jerome says: ‘To 
ignore the Scriptures is to ignore 
Christ ... If there is anything which 
sustains the wise man in times of 
strife and amid disasters and up- 
heavals in the world, anything which 
helps him to remain steadfast in se- 
renity of mind, it is, in the first 
place, I consider, meditation on the 
Scriptures and knowledge of them’ 


“Finally, in them [the Scriptures] 
all men will learn to know Christ 
who is the head of all principality 
and power and who of God is made 
unto us wisdom and justice and sanc- 
tification and redemption.” 


Thus Saith the Church 
of Rome 


“The heart of the lover of Mary is 
filled with pleasure, joy, and con- 
tentment. He loves and is loved by 
the Empress of the universe. She is 
possessed of the wisdom of the Son, 
with which she sees, knows, and 
penetrates all things. In her hands 
she holds the omnipotence of the 
Father and all the treasures of the 
Divinity.” 

The Love of Mary, by D. Roberto 


Thus Saith the Word 
of God 


“And Jesus drew near and spoke 
to them saying, ‘All power in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.’ ” 
(Matt. 28:18) 

“But answering he [Jesus] said to 
them, ‘Well did Isaias prophesy of 
you hypocrites, as it is written, “This 
people honors me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from me; and in 
vain do they worship me, teaching as 
doctrine the precepts of men.” For, 
letting go the commandment of God, 
you hold fast the tradition of men.’ ” 
(Mark 7:6,7,8) 

The New American Catholic Edition 
of the Holy Bible 
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